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Truman Capote (> Miriam 1%, {#OEEHE A Tree of Night and Other
Stories DD LTS, O. Henry Hi ZH LI(ERTH 5o
William L. Nance 12 X uif,

The early fiction of Truman Capote is dominated by fear. It descends
into a subconscious ruled by the darker archetypes, a childhood haunted
by bogeymen, world of blurred realities whose inhabitants are trapped in
unendurable isolation. The stories set in this dark world include “4
Tree of Night’ (1943), “Miriam” (1944), “The Headless Hawk” (1946),
“Shut a Final Door’’ (1947), and “Master Misery’’ (1948). 1

FTh—=v e B HE—F 4 OFEHONFTBECTEL IR TS, O
B, XVBCEEOBRC X - TR IhIBERER, BEEcLho
PRICTFEEER, TOEAZRMLLRIEVWINIE & bbb T %, EAR
D ELRBAEOWANE > TP o TOEWIEFICEL IS DBUCLL,

A Tree of Night, Mirz'am, The Headless Hawk, Shut a Final Door,

Master Misery 3% 5 o

# 7= Thab Hassan 1213, B O30fhe [R] OXthé\d, X4
h‘f&ﬁ\ﬁi’;%%o
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Miriam g

The idea of romance, informed by the modern techniques of dream
symbolism and analysis, suggests the general quality of Capote’s work.
We begin to perceive the specific concerns of Capote’s fiction when we
note the division between his “daylight’’ and “nocturnal’’ styles, and when
we understand both as developments of a central, unifying, and self-
regarding impulse which Narcissus has traditionally embodied. - The
impulse brings together dread and humor, dream and reality, “in-sight”
and “‘experience.”” ‘The differences between “Miriam,” 1945, and “House
of Flowers,” 1951, between Other Voices, Other Rooms, 1948, and The
Grass Harp, 1951, distinguish the two styles of Capote...... 2

TEOZBL I EVIBRPUBRPEC I > TEGEREZ Thir <
VREWS AN, AHE—T 4 OEROBHEOREERRL TS, D
fEEmciy, TRl OAZALE [H] DAZAADZEED Y, WE »H -
Y ABMBRENTR LT %, bzt d G-t HEROEHARRL
Teb D& S T EdbriuE, fEROPOIEEDRBELZEMBTE
BLORID, TOEENL, BMil=—eT7%, BLHER, K~ A
5] & TH~DER] &, O L2 THDTHD, Miriam & House .of -
Flowers, OtherVoices, Other Rooms & The Grass Harp O FhFEh D&
i, TOZDDAZAAERLT S,

Tk &b, »a—F 4 OHELHECHRT B2, Miriam 1%, ~y
FYDWS TH] DAZALDHBER S DTHS 5o

Miller %A & 4% Miriam L OHES\ED5 UC, HELLIEN, H
B LIRS, B0 ERLRokEE (4] L [ ObbL:
G T AT o B D LEDED, FEBRIBIES Y - TRz
By, BB EE LThRTIBIizhE DICb S LWIES, Hird
DORNCO Bih T\ %o fEER, (] DEFEEYETLILLTV S D
mb Lhisus,
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Miller k A1261F, BEMCEERTL L, =a—2—=27D7 2= O
EVELLEZLTw5, ROBEERD DS DO TEBRITE - Tt 7ol
By, WodHBRELVEL, EMSEA0del, SFHIEZELR, »
STEHRE Lt MEDRE, BHORE, »7 ) voOitkFErAgHi
Lo Tnb, ‘

FAKEZ I D 7AEHES, 3D 7 A1, 5B 35 —KAN B
ADT A b S LI EORT, £OIMRICH L ¥R D
LD W, IV T7AIRITS—kAD Bl THDo

=2V PR OWT, [HEZoEELR HZHHCOWTED 5 &
EREFELTCVSY, ThTHBEEILIHBECESO ECH LTS
NTRBITRTDT E—Tc b 2T, HROSELRBERLLOMOTILL
DIER—E AR LICbDTHB ] EBNTBo EARATS,
FONEDEHAShI AR E LTEET B LE, ZoR Mk b T
ThEohieh - Em | BEETDHIETTHDY,

V7R, BT FLEERBEDRD, TOBDENFE T, &
L, TOBMOBIMETHY, BHHIIZBLEXTLL Wi, (not
yet making an ifnpression on the pavement) Fi A3, #EOHRLR BT
LkdinT, 397 A0E0EYREERTNE, LEWCEOR) LE%
SERFILL 0T B2 LIRER Lz, o

ZFhix, 0BT, BELLOE~OELTHD, TOK, I7
—EAFREELTEL, AR D E, HELZILEA PADOBED
Ly Bolr, BREfEANEEA$ DokRABLEWETD § 5 —KAT
BT, oz iy, HBENI V7T A0RERLETFML, FhfigL<
Wb THA o RIL LD, FOIHIT, =2— b2EH LTHROTR
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Miriam 33

13 THhbD, (she struggled into her beaver coat) Z U CEKEIDIT » 12151k
B UTHS, il L) dREEEAh T (she found
nothing more disturbing than a sensation of darkness.)

BEfEAETARE, BWIIBHEETWI, HZRzodloRERT
DF, BYOTRICIETATHS )7 ARG DTHS,

Her hair was the longest and sfrangest Mrs. Miller had ever seen:
absolutely silver-white, like an albino’s. It flowed waist-length in smooth,
loose lines. She was thin and fragilely constructed. There was a simple,
special elegance in the way she stood with her thumbs in the pockets of a

tailored plum-velvet coat.

T ARKEEL TEDEY, 15 -RARRLI LM ed oo BF
DED X 5 CBIRLEBAT, ThiPsehicigaifivCTEE Tiith T
Wio R TIhbhZ 5o %d L0, By Tofffore —§F
@:—%Dﬁ#ybmﬁﬁmﬁ%%Oo:&ﬁof$5%%m,Scam
, BARESEPEU bR

SRIEE, EXLL I T—RAD [4EEBhih k] #2575
Bz, 35 —FADEL, “her hair iron-gray, clipped, and casually
waved----- her features were plain and inconspicuous,--+--+ ThHbo

B3V 7 20RVEGPFEHE - TP H, —HCHEHEOHFAAS,
ZZORBETI V7 22 ISBETH L, BHROFLOKHEITIETILR
CIRIEZWS & LA Ao

Examining her more attentively, Mrs. Miller decided the truly dis-
tinctive feature was not her hair, but her eyes; they were hazel, steady,
lacking any childlike quality whatsoever and, because of their size, seemed

to consume her small face.
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T3V 72%bo LERLTRDE, $7 %A V7204840
BHITEZTRRCBRELG D Z b oo 5 THRAT, HbEERD
D, FHLLI&L 8, LTHREVDT, PEREEO LFERLT
Ak Bbhic,

RICFHED LSARIFTAS S V7 A1, $5—RALDORD EDT,
moderately 75 & & v 5 KAOTGREER LT, 35 —RARENES,

1

m

It snowed all week. Wheels and footsteps moved soundlessly on the
street, as if the business of living continued secretly behind a pale but
impenetrable curtain. In the falling quiet there was no sky or earth,
only snow lifting in the wind, frosting the window glass, chilling the rooms,
deadening and hushing the city. At all hours it was necessary to keep a
lamp lighted, and Mrs. Miller lost track of the days: Friday was no different

from Saturday and on Sunday she went to the grocery: closed, of course.

IV T AERSThD, [TA—BHERED OS] <o 53w, L
HLREEBPRILI—T VO ST, OFTHIREEVW I BELLRETBRT
WENRD L SIC] HRAHE VLD, [ZEbHbid el Do 1 AT
DEETTEMULEL] WS Z L, BUWBEIZAERERALC L
Ko $ T —RARI, TTRHEHDRHZRDTE |

FLWHLIEDD, T —RADT A=+ D—BRHOMRENLL Lo
LCLE ol bRIn%, FDZEME, BEIDIZLMGEY, EHEHR
s MZEM] Wig o> T de BlfIE T, IV 720 2EREDOKIELT
Bbo

WOl e BIET TR TWAIT DI (she was always asleep by
ten), ¥ 75X TCHMEZTA Tz &V 5 T &k (a little after eleven), =
EOBOOBLAL LS, 107 a%fHoTniel LI/ DX LR
A5,
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15—k ADEFREEZTE SFAXRLOLLALIWD, LM Y
TAXT A= FETRSTERT, I7-RAVHTZETTTF—%HL
w, WELVBEORAAD e COMEAT I FOFIRE, X728
EWVSDEEWIED F VA LBFILDT Tt edisdi@s ) & Uik
WIVTAR, IF-RkARH VIS v rEE-TCBERRESE, 1V7
A, ERENDTERBO VLY I THIAAAFDT v —FREAHS
ELT\w3,

As she stood, striving to shape a sentence which would somehow save
the brooch, it came to Mrs. Miller there was no one to whom she might
turn; she was alone; a fact that had not been among her throughts for a
long time. Its sheer emphasis was stunning. But here in her own room
in the hushed snow city were evidences she could not ignore or, she knew

‘with startling clarity, resist.

TRAENEDTrR—FHBRIRES ELT, B3 &eELRMELIE
o TW5b &, 19 —FAIT HORIEND AP EWIEERLS EEK
BONIco D EDEobiEol, ZRIXEVHBLIE LS Lich -1
Koo SENNZILRICHAINTHIRE Lo LL, #ED
PR oRBOHED, TOHFEFOTRCIERLLY, HHW0L, 4T
S DFTREEZ-ED EFEoTD, B LD TEZ EDTERVIER
BHBDOIE ST

SV T AEHFYEA v FERDNRDE (ravenously) E5H1F, Mo LIcsk
ST VBRI CHEED D, (her fingers made cobweb movements over
the plate, gathering crumbs.) Zhiz&d, RED I 5—KAD [HED
RighofcFm] 55,

HFL O TIE, BELXHTTIRE, 397218, BEO-F0E
LTHhBIECARREET 20T, TheRTHERZLC LS. LOHD I Y

7 ADE 3 (“Imitation,” she commented wanly. “How sad. Aren’t imita-
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tions sad?”’) t#Ex hbeiul, EEOAFE, bS5 —-kATHD, -
TAFT VT4 =D\ E, IVT7TARHEELILY & LETAEZTER
hand Linitve

v

XDRDOH, 17 —RAKRLIBPREENTLE 5, Buc ) rShic Xk
iz, XELENENZETHHT, OEODENI-ED L LD
LDo IV T AEBELEDLHIEBEREL DT THIIRZE TV,
BATECB LRo T Do ETABELDILEHDMDEITRD,

KBEHOHICIE 5T, 39 —RARCOIEFEL BED S, Fikkk
D k%, BEHANMOBELZEROLN 5 Tb, HELDAF v 7 THAR LY,
ZrDT 24 PVARAEB LD % T %, (Oh, it was a wonderful day---
...more like a holiday---..- and it would be foolish to go home.)

TLTAALTED, o kﬁb\%%\:bl 585, B MEEIIL

HATLELTU . #b L B RECHC TV B BTARRTHS &;
BEOWHEABCE E - T b0 THLEIIHEATOLLIOEACEES
DIF T BEIZ, WEOLZTEL LWHRVEZ LILEATHE. bH
HALRMBRBTHHH, WODFLH I T —RAE BEUERETD
LES>TWB T EREM o BARELD TSI LANDLEWVWTL %, 3
7~ ALEHRS L5 LThE S '
" “a dismal street” (B D) ANEEFZALOWE, IT—-KRAOER
o Thid, HEEDITORIIDE, FEXLI LnitholeDil
55 HBVIE, T I 7 —-KARLDOEACEBEBRLE LD
3 Ll (its atmosphere of desertion is permanent.)

BTy, BRDOWIET7 IV =« ¥ 2 v IR0 T, BARE
ST JERCEEYATTR BFEb -2 EFEUBTTAEBETLE 5,
DroE LEEBbEANL I5—FKRAR, —EHOE T BETENL)
TBYE R LIcO»d Liviey, (as if by prearranged plan—a plan of
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Miriam B3

which she had not the least knowledge or control).

WY, BT RIEOA &, glazed cherries, six white roses, six
almond cakes ZHEAN D, dBHA, TRTIVTA2DLDDOLDIE,

THEBESD L VOIEENEDIE, 37 —RABT - PEELSHI
2, TR LEBELEIoT, (na swift screen) kot A RSO %
o HEIE, I V72BN 0T,

SEEZ oD FTORANRIES, ZhAI VT ARRENWD T Likbh
S TWBDT, I9—RANEFTRHFES & Ukvo HE, FBoTlh
EE, LB T2 ErDFN kS, ThhbloFEELT, 35—
FKANZ IV T 2RBELD TR LB, FTERDLBTFTHS, L&
AV T AL, A—AFHC I VDb o TR TWeDE, 397 A1,
Ho TRIB R RAAR TR ET 5o $ 7 —KAREOTRCIE o

It was not spell-like compulsion that Mrs. Miller felt, but rather a

curious passivity; she brought in the box, Miriam the doll.

M3 —RAPREUId O, Wixxo b2k 5 ki i Tzl
D LABRDRRIES Th »lco WAL, IV 7 2083 TCic A%
HMEDHFNEAT ]

VT AL, TOT A= PE—HEAEDDD DD L, Wil TS
1, OEDVDEN BEDBL I 7 —RADPETHE -ICETHH ) L&
LLTWR, DESELPoE V) WEWE I Y T 2DRBEOTEE
DIEE o7

TTT, Koo kiy, thETLEST, S$ED Y 72IE B
DX 5T, '

*And gracefully she handed Mrs. Miller two dimes and a nickel.
*and her fingers, sensitive and musical-looking, toyed with it.

*Then, with a gentle gesture, she urged Mrs. Miller aside and passed into
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" the apartment.
*She seated herself on the sofa, daintly spreading her skirt. (FHITEE)
Lot 197 AOEHS, LESEFTEERRNLRGC LTS
Bo WhDOBENL, DIIPHBLZOLIORIM TS, TOZ LML, 9
7 AOBbLhCOREE (58) ThHDH, FNELERERKEDIE ST
WE LIt ht o Tl B o (In the daylight she looked pinched and drawn,
~ her hair less luminous.) & B FHIL, 37 —kADEHOHT, HE
(E)&ﬂﬁ(&)ﬁﬁ&bfbiot:a%%Lfmamfukvﬁé
5 Do

L3 EiMrhilitofc 3 7 —RARETORMICIZE D DWW
BREIFERDICED, FELEVILZOEAD, 1 7-KADHEK
BTRRICH 2, Thhik>hdib i Rsi b ko TR
2T B B LI Y728 RTDinbiE, ZOMWBRRThhrokild
7o I T —FKAWL, TIORMBTEREELILTLE 50

D EDTHBIZRES I 7 —FAo MIERITIRV 3V 7 20FLYHN
o THBIETTHS,

But this was an empty room, emptier than if the furnishings and

farmiliars were not present, lifeless and petrified as a funeral parlor.

FLml, (BTHTED EvoTh) FIIXZEoIEDHER - 20 T2
b2 L, BERLHRENTL DN ol LTh, TRIEIDHZESIED
I3RBRU BN Folo &R L, {ELED X 5 IIEA TVl

BLERY 7 7RIV T Al B oTWD EFTHUE, R LIEELRE
Teh e BOMMCEERD &, LI IITHENTHEIER, S Toic,
Linl, 22005 EVs o TEDE EAMBOMOIHCIE B IS 5 o \rolels
IV T ARECAELIED, I 7 —RARKBTFCELESAL, HEOH
BLRVWERS 2R FEMELTUUTIZATST LI L TE RV,
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Miriam &

T5LERFELOODEDHLETDO LI DOBVLDL,

well, what if she had never really known a girl named Miriam? that
she had been foolishly frightened on the street? In the end, like everything
else, it was of no importance. For the only thing she had lost to Miriam

~was her identity.

F£5, & LIERA, BALIEI V7 ALV ADDERER B
T LebEd A D, BARERTWRWDE, BANKLEDED T
BOXIELRLEDEA D R, O LLALLIK, FAKIL
REERC LTRAI 2D Kdled, 17 Ak FEECH LT
Bl kolcleil O EoD DI, BOBEFK 2 bR

Listening in contentment, she became aware of a double sound: a
bureau drawer opening and closing; she seemed to hear it long after com-
pletion—opening and closing. Then gradually the harshness of it was
replaced by the murmur of a silk dress and this, delicately faint, was moving
nearer and swelling in intensity till the walls trembled with the vibration
and the room was caving under a wave of whispers. Mrs. Miller stiffened
and opened her eyes to a dull, direct stare.

“Hello,” said Miriam.

TR LARKETERET OB L, ZEOBENTHORED D\ Ic—
FVADFIEHLACIEY, E-7ch 58T, TOZEOENIEAR
BHETH, WLTELBI LB L5 &M LI, THE, ThhbZzoH
ShILECEb->T, §EL, BOFVAORTROFNHI XL TE,
FOPTHRETROBTR, LEVEREPNTE TR, k¥R, B
PREDREETED 218D, &5 L 5FBLEERIZIREOWOTRTH
HEbd L Bbhice 315 —-RAE FEEIHLELETCEYITS &,
FEARD ETBLLRRDOHTWS § V7 20 HORIEHR 2,

“CAIEAD” L, TV T AR ol

[282]



ZOBBOMAILVECTHS, L, IF—RAMER identity D
Brxicleb, THETHH 0 LT, KOOWIEEEETTAHRIL S,
D el BLE—EBOLORE ER 2122 LIZit’ (in contentment)
ZVADBIEHLOEFR, BLHL 3V 720 HFORH > TEYEIE
RKLTWBERESI 53 VT AREBNRBIC 12 5 7o\, adouble
sound L35 —3k AL IV 7 2%, opening and closing {%, 3 5
—KAWI VT T EE, BHO identity DRRERDIZZ L LWV,
BEDERVERL U5,

2) L, ZOFNEVRIcEBo7Bh LD (after completion, D F
DRERNTATE), FRBEC 25 X5 BENTHDLIND, 5%
ANDRYDIEBINIEE D D,

3) FoTEl -7DE, the murmur of a silk dress ThH5b, =D [#8
DYVALE, ZEHRIVTAEESRE, DED, FHTI TR
ADT = b RPFNICHEDO FVATHD Z LICHERE L\ a white silk
dress® 7D, »

4) EThOBTENEZ, DVRIHBELENTLHERFELIENRT
LEd, I 7—FkAL HMEBEEZHECERVIZ LTI W 72id 372 (“she
kept the two rooms immaculate”), HL DHEF-5 HHEDOEMTH -1
HEN, VT 2ORTHOBTHERLINT LT -z 05, EW
1281 7z, death preferred to the loss of sunocent (immaculate) %% % %
L, BBRBENLONB D,

5) e, adull, direct stare ¥, I 5 —EADBELD, B5WUL,
YT ADENRKDD XOHHNSTHE, VT ADLDTHS S,
o7z, dullit 35 —k AR direct it 3 T —RAREG LW X 5 Ie&kd
%o
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Z ZCl3, stifiened %%{z{i@ﬁﬁ)ﬁtﬁﬁ, a dull, direct stare %, JE&
BADEROEELRVWHEBEEE L TRy,
5% b, innocence (immaculate) DHE IS -7 3 T —FRADHED,
YT AEOBDLEL, T —RARIY T ARRRER, REMNTK
l’?EJ » FEFI & Kﬁt%; o “Hello,” said Miriam (=Mrs. Miller)®

Za—=— 7 LW EKREL, EBVRTA, TA—FOOEDNEL,
TDOEIRENTAHRD E, TOERRHEIATHD I 7 —RADTEE,
T L 12T Db DTSV

2V )=bET ATy ALDY Y VI ARHBR, EHOICH AR ER
Twb, RA20ELOBIN Ihic ABO KD, £ o fEiliciEnvt k-
TZXdo

==V vk 7erAZIRE,

B2 ABSRESESRMAL LTRTBERTH B0 VWhIEH
BEHADLEEEIhD 0K, HEY ADORROHL LEL, BFES
OFEOFLE LTRBTAZENTERVWD TS, ThEZ AN, H
BOFEHRLOBROEIVEARELD, ANERZThCEREL, b
BEHET B LT LT Bo BUAMSRIARIE, 13 & 0BT K> T
BEND D, HOEOEMEERLT NS, BFbMADL, 25 THEL
TLHREBETER o GAIESTWBDTHRL, BHEmLTwidb
Febiel s, B EFCHEODOESC ERTETS, SRR LR
TREODIFHZ ELTERNDIE?

BlziE, BT A Tree of Night and Other Stovies Do Master Misery
T, A M AMED = =2 =7 AR TERR, YA T4 THEAR
Thbo BLIHEEBCER TV, ZOMWMCHL IR, 555
CHSDRRER T TEFETHI5RIND, LD E3EREIRLTL
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¥ o R, BP0 X 51T o THORS o e kRO R EN
CHBRRTREE DT T2 Th, FEERAT L LT, FATBEEINL
EAROES, FELWEEEE L #rh b, |
FHEND, BILE LEERFOERORT, 2HRLEFRAFI VT A
EVSLIEEDL DR LT LE 2T I T —KATHDD, DLIRITFDL
FEAREL RO LTLEY, KHDOnTL fado % &0k ]
DEFRHLEL Wo ZDOBEHRTIE, ML DI LD ICh LTz BHEL,
Ak THE] TRy, FAENMBERTE RN 2D, 3V 7 A
2 THH] OtH T D55,

39—k AL, Master Misery D% 4 7ERU L 51T, BEDOEN
LEEULSNTLE oleo BEA ) & VAREET 5o 7 LTHHIR
[ZE] %<,

Notes

(1) William L. Nance, The World of Truman Capote (New York, Stein and Day
Publishers, 1973) p.16.

(2) Thab Hassan. Radical Innocence: Studies in the Contemporary American
Novel (Princeton, New Jersey, Princton University Press, 1971) p.231.

(8) WA, MEEROMEE] (FAKE, PRAWH, 19774) p.92,

(4) snow TMRDZ L& LT, flicd, white roses, a frost flower (so shining
and white), silver white hair 7', 3V 7 AR F 0 ABERITTRT, purity
o' death oA # —RRE B X 5, afrost flower i3, 35—k ADRE
Do, asmall girl T TEHETH Do ¥z, &<, white roses 1Tit,
“death preferred to the loss of innocence” DELRADH %o

(6) ToooERORER, RICELE, BREFLONTIE LTERS D,
------ EREENR L OEL D, RbwTwBENEL B EE, BHROF
GAWBIATRILE D Linbo KR Lot D, ERE - T Bo £
DA V7 P DREDTD, bhbINRLAROBANS LB L kB0 TH
BHHo reee CZTHONNE R ) BRRTHACERAIND L 13, ZL2BR
BB HIGTH Do - BTHROTELEHT 5o Thitd ¥ LFELTEDEE
ELTRETHLEE, TERBABORRIRD OIS, LixLiahih, HEO
LT DEE, TOADHBEORC DAL L EILD Do) WEEHE, T§
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DE ¥ (BFt 1976%) pp. 216-220,

6) I 7—FkAo first name {F L 3 ¥V 7 2 ThH H (“why, isn’t that funny? My
name’s Miriam, too.”) Miller=mirror +#%% ¥, M1 ThH 2. I bIC,
YT AN F—RANDESfoh 24D T v —F%, “The cameo gleamed on

her (Miriam’s) blouse the blond profile like a trick reflection of its wearer. (Mi-
riam)” ’

(7 V4 ¥—0 TeEEL 1%, & CRRIEERD DHARER, BrBWE
Lic DERPECAT TEWIc Y T2EEC OV TE- T2, ThifiéE
EDFBHELD L5V Tn 5o BOROMRAIEOHITHY, LichiTLE -
CEZEOWMRTCI Db 227 b—D [F17 =] Tk, BOKRERKD X 5 7H
NERNSELED, [BRSARCCREO LM OWELREENT 5. BIXFTE
THOHAYTHRELDRE, HELTHEMEDL L TURE bl JIBEEE,
TED~ == ) R A—n3 4 v ABRGEHOME] GFEtBRERSHE 19785
p.41.

(7 Y4074 «2)~F, REHER B OBN—ZHAE, <7 » b,
7 A O/NEE] CHEie:  1975%F) p.38.
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