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Madame Sosostris, famous clairvoyante,

Had a bad cold, nevertheless

Is known to be the wisest woman in Europe,
With a wicked pack of cards, Here, said she,
Is your card, the drowned Phoenician Sailor,
(Those are pearls that were his eyes. Look!) ‘
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Here is Belladonna,the Lady of the Rocks,

The lady of

situations.

Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel

And here is the one-eyed merchant, and this card,

Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,

Which T am
The Hanged
I see crowds
Thank you.

forbidden to see. I do not find
Man. Fear death by water.

of people, walking round in a ring.
-If you see dear Mrs. Equitone,

Tell her I bring the horoscope myself:

One must to

Unreal City.

be so careful these days.

Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,

A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,

I had not thought death had undone so many.
Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled,

And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.
Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,
To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours

With a dead

sound on the final stroke of nine.
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“I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.
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It Was lousy in the park. It wasn’t too cold, but the sun
still was’nt out, and there didn’t look like there was
anythhing in the park excepf dog crap and globs of spit
and cigar butts from old men, and the benches all looked
like they’d t;e wet if you sat down on them. It made you
depressed, and every once in a while, for no reason, you
got goose-flesh while you walked. It didn’t seem at all
like Christmas was coming soon. It didn’t seem like

anything was coming(%)
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Things got much worse. .One afternoon, a week or so
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later, as I was coming out of the Ritz Hotel, where
~Bobby and I were indefinitely stopping, it seemed to me
that all the seats from all the buses in New York had
heen unscrewed and taken out and set up in the street,
Where a monstrous game of Musical Chairs was in full
swing. I think I might have been willing to join the
game if I had been granted a special dispensation from
the Church of Manhattan guaranteeing that all the other
players would remain respectfully standing till I was sea-
ted. When it became clear that nothing of the kind was
forthcoming, I took more direct action. I prayed for the
city to be cleared of people, for the gift of being alone--
a-l-o-n-e: which is the one New York prayer that rarely
gets lost or delayed in channels, and in no time at'all
everything I touched turned to solid lonelinesst?
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