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The little waves washed quietly about the piles under the buil-
ding.®
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The waves washed with little sighs against the piles under the
floor.®
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His preoccupied eyes turned to the busy rats in the. wire
cages. Taking grain from a paper sack, he poured it into the
feeding troughs. Instantly the rats scrambled down from the
wire and fell upon the food. A bottle of milk stood on a glass
shelf between a small mounted octopus and a jellyfish. Dr.
Phillips lifted down the milk and walked to the cat cage, but
before he filled the containers he reached in the cage and gently
picked out a big rangy alley tabby. He stroked her for a moment
and then dropped her in a small black pamted box, closed the 11d
and bolted it and then turned on a petcock which admitted gas
into the killing chamber. While the short soft struggle went on
in the black box he filled the saucers with milk. One of the cats
arched against his hand and he smiled and petted her neck.@®
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Her black eyes glittered in the strong light.(®
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Her black eyes were on him, but they did not seem to see him.
He realized why - the irises were as dark as the pupils, there was
no color line between the two. ™
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Her -eyes were bright but the rest of her was almost in a state
of suspended animation.(®
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Her dark eyes seemed veiled with dust.®
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Her head raised and her dark dusty eyes moved about the
room and then came back to him.d®
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She continued to look at him but her eyes did not center on
him, rather they covered him and seemed to see in a big circle all
around him. @D .
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The woman stared down at the blunt dry head. The forked
tongue slipped out and hung quivering for a long moment... .
Her eyes did not move from the flat head. 2
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He found that he was avoiding the dark eyes that didn’t seem
to lock at anything.(3
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...her black eyes were on the stony head of the snake again.4
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She turned her misty eyes to him, “Will he eat it now?”’ she
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asked... She looked back at the snake. ‘I want to see him eat
.45
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Her eyes came out of their dusty dream for a moment. (16
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A desire to arouse her grew in him...The desire to shock her
out of her inanition possessed him again.d? '
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The waves under the building beat with little shocks on the
piles, (18
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The woman was standing beside him. He had not heard her
get up from the chair. He had heard only the splash of water
among the piles and the scampering -of the rats on the wire

screen. (19
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“I see. You want to watch how rattlesnake eat. All right.
I’ll show you. The rat will cost twenty-five cents. It’s better
than a bullfight if you look at it one way, and it’s simply a snake
eating dinner if you look at it another.” His tone had become
acid. He hated people who made sport of natural processes. He
was not a sportsman but a biologist. He could kill a thousand
animals for knowledge, but not an insect for pleasure. He’d
been over this in his mind before. (2
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Dr. Phillips was shaken. He found that he was avoiding the
dark eyes that didn’t seem to look at anything. He felt that it
was profoundly wrong to put a rat into the cage, deeply sinful;
and he didn’t know why. Often he had put rats in the cage
when someone or other had wanted to see it, but this desire
tonight sickened him. He tried to explain out of it.

“It’s a good thing to see,” he said. ‘It shows you how a
snake can work. It makes you have a respect for a rattlesnake.
Then, too, lots of people have drems about the terror of snakes
making the kill. I think because it is a subjective rat. The person
is the rat. Once you see it the whole matter is objective. The
rat is only a rat and the terror is removed.” D
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Reluctantly he went to the rét cage. For some other reason he
was sorry for the rat, and such a feeling had never come to him
before. His eyes went over the mass of swarming white bodies
climbing up the screen toward him. “Which one?” he thought.
“Which one shall it be?” suddenly he turned angrily to the wo-
man. “Wouldn’t you rather I putin a cat? Then you’d see a
real fight. The cat might even win, but if it did it might kill
the snake. T’ll sell you a cat if you like.”

She didn’t look at him. “Put in a rat,” she said. “I want
him to eat.”

He opened the rat cage and thrust his hand in. His fingers
found a tail and he lifted a plump, red-eyed rat out of the cage.
It struggled up to try to bite his fingers and, failing, hung
spread out and motionless from its tail. He walked across the
room, opened the feeding cage and dropped the rat in on the
floor. “Now, watch it,” he cried.(2
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Dr. Phillips did not know whether the water sighed among the
piles or whether the woman sighed. Out of the corner of his
eyes he saw her body crouch and stiffen. 3
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“It’s the most beautiful thing in the world,” the young man
said. His veins were throbbing. ‘It’s the most terrible thing
in the world.” @4

[FRE 2o T—FEL W2 & TT) EEDE T oo D
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It nudged the body gently with its blunt nose, and drew away.
Satisfied that it was dead, the snake touched the body all. over
with its chin, from head to tail.

It seemed to measure the body and to kiss it. Finally it opened
its mouth and unhinged its jaws at the corners.(
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The waves had fallen so that only a wet whisper came up

through the floor. The young man lifted a trap door at his feet
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and dropped the starfish down into the black water. He paused -
at the cat, crucified in the cradle and grinning comically into the
light. Its body was puffed with embalming fluid... The rat was
swallowed, all except an inch of pink tail that stuck out of the
snake’s mouth like a sardonic tongue.(26)
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BHE UAHEOBLEE TS & 51— AEH (confession) #1X Ud 5,

“I’ve read so much about psychological sex symbols,” he
thought. ‘It doesn’t seem to explain. Maybe I’m too much
alone. Maybe I should kill the snake. If I knew -no, I can’t
pray to anything.’(27
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