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Abstract
An Analysis of the Image and the
Consciousness/Attitude on the Mental
Retardation through Sports Volunteer for
the Disabilities
Koji MATSUMOTO
Toshikazu TABIKI

The present study was designed to clarify the
structure of image and consciousness/attitude on the
mental retardation through sports-volunteer for the
disabilities and to examine the related factors. The
research questionnaire was designed for and the data
was collected from 373 volunteers (coach: 257, event-
staff: 116) who participated in the Special Olympics
Nippon National Summer Games. These volunteers
provide sport programs in their communities for
individuals with mental retardation. The factor analysis
was performed to identify the factor structure
underlying the images and the consciousness/attitude
on the mental retardation and the factor score was
computed. After this, the regression analysis was
performed to explain relationships between their
images and consciousness/attitudes on the mental
retardation.

The main results are as follows:

1. Five image factors were identified and named: 1)
activity, 2) personality, 3) behavior, 4) affinity, and 5)
sensitivity.

2. Three consciousness/attitude factors were
identified and named: 1) personal attitude, 2) social
acceptance and 3) negative impression.

3. As the results of multiple regression analysis for
the effects of three factors on consciousness/attitudes
on the mental retardation, 3 factors such as “activity”,
“personality” and “affinity” were selected in “personal
attitude” and “social acceptance”. And 1 factor such as

“affinity”” was selected in “negative impression”.
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