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SUMMARY
—Structure and Changes of Consciousness
toward Death among the Elderly
Living at Home—
Kunio AOKI

The present study examined the structure
of consciousness toward death among the eld-
erly and chenges of it. The data was obtained
through the questionnaire distributed to 272
(118 males, 154 females) and 463 (188 males,
275 females) elderly persons living at home.

Main findings were as follows:

1) Factor analysis performed on the data
of 272 samples identified the following six
factors: (1)Fear of Death, (2)Resignation to
Death, (3)Demonstration of Life, (4)Happy
Afterlife, (5)Unknowableness of Death, (6)
Longevity.

2 ) The elderly in both sexes had slightly
less fear of the death, lower consciousness of
happy afterlife, slightly higher consciousness
of resignation to the death, of demonstration
of life, of longevity, and stronger conscious-
ness of unknowableness of Death.

The male elderly had higher consciousness
of resignation to the death, of longevity and
lower consciousness of happy afterlife than
the female elderly had.

3) As a result of analysis to examine the
changes of consciousness toward the death
among the elderly, the consciousness of fear
of Death, demonstration of life, happy after-
life, unknowableness of death, longevity were
found to be no changes with getting old. Oth-

erwise, the consciousness of resignation to
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death was found to be change with getting
old.



