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Title : A behavioral comparison between the healthy male and female children using the ADHD RS
Author : Hitoshi Nakamura™, Takashi Hayashi*, Kumiko Kido*, Keiko Sumikawa*
* School of Nusing, Yamaguchi Prefectural University

Abstract

It is generally believed that the incident rate of AD/HD is greater for male than female children. The purpose of this study
was to confirm this sexual difference by using the ADHD RS-IV-J. Furthermore, we examined the relevance of the items in the
ADHD RS-IV-J to the characteristics of the children as seen by their guardians. A questionnaire using ADHD RS-IV-J was
administered to the guardians of the healthy children of a kindergarten in Y. prefecture, Japan, in November 2002. Their age
ranged between 3 and 5 years old. It was administered at a study group and the responses were collected at the end of it.
Before conducting the actual survey, the subjects were asked whether their children were “active” /” leader-type” for positive
characteristic items and whether “tend to be obstinate” /” difficult to be taken care of” for negative items. Forty-six responses
were obtained. The results showed that there was no significant difference in the attention deficiency and the hyperactivity/
impulsiveness scores. As for the male children, there was no tendency to evaluate AD/HD positively, whereas for females
there was some tendency to regard it positively, especially talkativeness. As for “obstinacy,” the females were regarded as
more hyperactive and impulsive, which was related to the two items of attention deficiency.

Key words : AD/HD, ADHD RS, action evaluation, carelessness, hyperactivity, impulse nature




