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Tittle: A Study on awareness of death and the terminal stage medical care focused on senescence
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Abstract :

The purpose of the study was to clarify characteristics of the senescent awareness of death and terminal-
stage medical care. A questionnaire survey was conducted with the elderly who were 65 years or older and were
living at home. There were 245 valid responses. We found the following results and suggestions for death edu-

cation and the terminal-stage medical care: (1) There were significant differences between the males and females
in 12 out of the 25 items on death awareness. (2) After the factor analysis of the 25 items, we identified two
factors of “thinking about death” and “anxiety and fear of death”; a comparison between the male and female sub-
jects showed that the females had a significantly higher score on both factors, implying a greater degree of
anxiety and fear of death among females. (3) In terms of the terminal-stage medical care, the largest number
of the subjects sought the place of dying in their home and wanted their spouse to be their care-giver, implying
needs for the expansion of home-based medical care and the improvement of palliative care for the elderly

Key words : senescence, awareness of death, terminal stage medical care, questionnaire survey




