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Abstract : .

This study aims to analyze problems of families with elderly persons who have dementia from a community per-
spective through a review of the literature:and case reports on the subject.

First, a definition and a description of the symptoms of dementia are given. Second, two cases of dementia are
reported. One case is the family of an elderly person with atrophy of brain blood vessel dementia and the other
is a family with an elderly person who has Alzheimer’s disease.

The elderly person with atrophy of brain blood vessel nature of dementia showed symptoms such as wandering and
needed physical care from the family

Therefore, the family felt a physical and mental burden. In the other case, the elderly person with Alzheimer’s
disease showed defects of memory and abnormal behavior. Here the burden the family felt was of a particulary men-
tal nature.

These two reports indicated that professionals such as public health nurses and social workers need to take
the kind of dementia into consideration when helping families

Key words : conmunity care, atrophy of brain blood vessel dementia, the dementia of Alzheimer’s disease, family




