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Cooperative Efforts between Public Libraries and School Libraries and Support of School
Libraries by Public Libraries: A survey of Public Libraries in Yamaguchi Prefecture
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Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the ways in which public libraries cooperate with and support
school libraries in Yamaguchi Prefecture surveyed. four main results were observed:

(1) A majority of public libraries were engaged in cooperative efforts with school libraries; however, a
lack of human resources among other factors were observed as reasons why some public libraries were
not engaged in these activities; (2) Cooperative efforts were mainly observed at the primary and lower
secondary levels of education; whereas the percentage of public libraries engaged in activities with schools
at the upper secondary and higher education levels was noticeably smaller; (3) The percentage of cases
where the ages of children served by both public and school libraries were similar was just under 40%, an
indication public libraries see children’s services they provide and cooperative efforts with school libraries
as different types of services; (4) The content of cooperative activities appears to be mainly limited to
interlibrary loans, perhaps an indication that school libraries are overly reliant on public libraries for this

service.
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