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How Social Rescue for Lepers Actualize at 1930’s Okinawa?

Bun’ ya NAKAMURA

In this paper, we consider on the social rescue for some crises with leprosy at 1930" Okinawa. Our
theme concern to the social relevance between the society “Okinawa Mission to Lepers” (OMTL)
and 1930’s Okinawan Island. OMTL was organized at 13 May 1935 in Shu-ri Baptest Churche by
some earinest relieffers ; Takeo HANASHIRO, Danziro HATTORI. Yoshio NOMACHI and others.
In chapter 1, we discusse on some institutional structures of OMTL through the analyses of the
relevence between the regulations rules of the society “OMTL” and “the Law for Prevention of
Leprosy in 1907 and its revision in 1931. The Japanese studies on the social problem of the Hansen’s
Disease has been regared this law as a discriminational symbols. Its conclution is fellow: this law had
a very negative impact to the social prevention and discrimination for Japanese patients, or robbed
of their human right. Not it woud be possible to such states of affair, if this law was operated on
them in the line with the some partial application for patients. Though this consideration concerned to
the invading patien’'ts human rights, this law was constructed to deal with a social rescue for leper in
fact. Provided on operating in the line with social rescue for patients, it would be possible to refuge
many peoples with Hansen’s disease. As a matter in Okinawa, OMTL was possible to realize such a
rescue for many Okinawan patients.

In chater 1, at first, we consider on the institutional relevance between the law of OMTL and the
laws in 1907, 1931, and on relationship between OMTL’s and the regulations rules of the society “Japan
Mission to Lepers”.

In chapter 2, our theme is the social actions of OMTL from 1935 to 1941, through analizing the
materials on each annual reports of the settlement of account and daily records. Through these
considerations, we get some conclutsions : the social roles of OMTR were modified by each problems
and tasks that yearly by yealy occurred to the patien’s interests and prefectural application of
Okinawan political affairs. The social actions of OMTR beganed with calling on the raising fund in
order to rescue the patient’s group of AOKI from the situation without social security. Next mission
on the OMTR was the construction of sanitarium “Okinawa MTL Sodan-syo” in Okinawa Island.
OMTL was actualized its construction for the patients in Okinawa in very short periods. Its influence
on the construction Airakuen has a important meaning for the contemporaliy Okinawa prefecture.
After the construction Airakuen, OMTL projected some plans to consolution and preaching for the
hospitalized patients. The meaning of this plan and task of OMTL had been developed as a normal
work and mission of the society “MTL”. In Japan, only OMTL concerned to the construction of
sanitarium.

By OMTL breaked a new horizon in Okinawan politics for many peoples with Hansen's Disease.

Keywords : the society “Okinawa Mission to Lepers”, the society “Japan Mission to Lepers”,

leprosanatolium “Okinawa MTL Sodan-syo”, Leprosy Prevention Law, Kunigami Airakuen, Danjiro
HATTORIL
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