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Exploring Current Trends and Practical Issues in Community Collaboration Activities
of Nursery school : Child care social work perspective

Kayoko YAMAMOTO

The purpose of this paper is to review research on collaborate activities between child care centers
and other local entities related to the provision of support to children with special needs and their
parents, to clarify practical issues from a child care social work perspective. The results of the review
reveal that child care centers receive practical advice on child care methodology and child/parent
understanding through cooperative activities with external organizations in the form of itinerant
consultations with external organizations. However, the findings also highlight problems related to
these cooperative activities; for example, there is a lack of cooperation with external organizations
in cases where the assistance needs of children are unclear and a tendency for child care centers to
conclude problems internally without collaborating with external organizations.

From a perspective of child care social work, the research demonstrates a need to consider ways of
creating channels of collaboration between child care centers and external organizations by defining
the position of child care centers within local community networks and appointing coordinators for
collaborative activities related to the provision of support for children with special needs and their

parents.

Keywords: Collaboration; Child care social work; Nursery school ;Children with special needs
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