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Upcoming Trends of Social Work in the Child Care Field

Kayoko YAMAMOTO

This paper will take a general view of the research trend regarding child care social work published in Japan
after 2000, We mainly aimed to examine how child care social work should develop at a practice level in the
future, particularly with regards to social work functions in child care centers,

In addition to children who are admitted to the child care centers and their parents, the following social work
functions are required in child care centers: 1) Child care guidance that is targeted at families with children in the
area; 2) Consultation concerning child care; 3) Information provision; and 4) Cooperation with relevant specialized
agencies, In practice, it has been thought that taking advantage of social work perspective and approach
methodology based on the conventional speciality of child care is effective, However, in recent years, there have
been discussions about the doubts and limitations on conducting social work in only child care centers, It has also
been revealed that there haven't been enough discussions and opinions about the role of child care social work,

Based on these, two points regarding the possibility of social work practice in child care centers were
suggested: 1) Improvement of caregivers' assessment skills for children and their families; and 2) The need for

social work support with an organizational structure,

Key-words: Child care social work, Child care center, Practice






