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An Inquiry into Human Development : Rough Sketch on Upcoming Trends of
Developmental Psychology

Masahide MISHIMA

Developmental psychology is beginning to show up as a new developmental science among the fusion with
neighboring regions. However, there are no clear definition on what developmental science is. Is it something that
is defined as a new area that has any specific target and method, or whether a generic, comprehensive concept
simply including the neighboring sciences. Among such situations, what roles and functions will be expected of
developmental psychology? Based on the awareness of the issues mentioned above, to discuss the prospects of
developmental science, some of the issues surrounding the development are reviewed with reference to the findings
of recent years, First, naive theories of development are reviewed. Second, the controversy on nature-nurture are
discussed with the recent findings of behavioral genetics. In addition, based on the findings of evolutionary
developmental psychology, problems of ontogeny and phylogeny, and the modern significance of developmental
stage theories are considered. Based on them, prospects and outlooks of developmental science are discussed.
Developmental science would be defined as a science aiming at the comprehensive understanding of human being
from the lower, materialistic layer to upper dimensions of value with interpenetration principles. And those
disciplines participating developmental sciences are captured by not 2-dimensional structure but topological
structure where each area influences others. The role and function of developmental psychology there suggest that
it will continue to deal with individual-value phase of human development and will be expected to be meta-theory

of developmental science.
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