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Abstract:

This study aims to clarify how a nurse’s self esteem and nature of personal experience with dying
patients as well as outside factors in the work environment in the hospital affect nursing care for terminal

stage patients.

This study is based on a questionnaire given to nurses who care for patients suffering from terminal
stage illnesses. All of the nurses questioned work in general care units in hospitals located in Yamagu-

chi Prefecture.

Data was gathered from 436 respondents and analyzed using descriptive statistics and multivariate
analysis. Statistical imformation was based on the "Halbau”program.

The main results of the study are as follows:

1)Reliability of the three measurements of the responses are based on a coefficient alpha and are as
follows: nature of personal experience with dying patients was 0.606(n=434), self esteem was 0.847

(n=428), and nursing care was 0.910 (n=398).

2)There were 28 units that participated in this investigation. Every unit’s work environment was

given a score from 4 to 12.

3)Through multiple regression analysis, it was determined that the three important factors in deter-
mining the effectiveness of nurses when dealing with terminal stage patients are : first, positive self-
esteem (0.41), second, the nature of personal experience with dying patients (0.24) and third, the

unit environment(0.07).
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