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Roles and issues of nurses in times of storm disasters in Yamaguchi Prefecture Part 1

. Experiences of nurses who participated in volunteer activities during the storm disaster in the Hofu Area
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Roles and issues of nurses in times of storm disasters in Yamaguchi Prefecture
Part 1: Experiences of nurses who participated in volunteer activities during the storm
disaster in the Hofu Area

Kumiko Nosaka, Hideko Harada,
Nobue Nakatani, and Miyuki Goto

The purpose of the study was to clarify the roles and issues of nurses during storm disasters in Yamaguchi
Prefecture. It is based on the experiences of the nurses who participated in the volunteer activities as a medical
team for Hofu City and Saba River Disaster Volunteers during the storm disaster which took place on July 21%,
2009 in Yamaguchi Prefecture. A qualitative study was conducted through interviews with 5 nursing professionals
(nurses, health workers and university nursing faculty members). The results showed that nurses’ roles during

storm disasters in Yamaguchi Prefecture can be categorized into five: “collaboration of medical teams,”

2

“information sharing,” “volunteer support,

9 <«

reality of support for the victims,” and “support for the victims as

9 .

livers.” The issues of nurses identified were as follows: “functions of volunteer center,” “transmitting information,”

9 <

“functions of medical teams,” “issues as nurses,” and “issues as nursing professionals.” Further undertakings are

called for which take these issues into consideration.



