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On Academic Exchange with Foreign Universities with the Aim of

Language Training--- with a Report on a Visit to the University of

Newcastle in Australia

Yasuto SAWA*

Abstract : There has been a growing need for technical college students to improve their foreign language proficiency as is
required by JABEE(Japan Accreditation Board for Engineering Education). In particular, they are expected to develop
presentation skills in foreign languages, which has prompted many technical colleges to enhance their curriculum of teaching
foreign languages with greater emphasis on practical skills such as making presentations and discussing a wide range of topics in
languages studied. For this purpose, an increasing number of technical colleges have entered into academic partnership with
universities overseas, encouraging students to study foreign languages there.

In 2003, our college reached an agreement on academic exchange with the University of Newcastle in Australia.
Following this, the first student went to the university to take 5 weeks of language training at its language center. The author
was also given an opportunity to visit the university for the purpose of exchanging greetings with the staff and observing the
lessons provided there as well, which is reported in detail in this paper.
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Elementary English: This course is designed to
provide students with the English they need for
living and feeling comfortable in an English
Speaking Environment.

Intermediate English: This course develops
communication and literacy skills to a level where
students can function effectively in an English
speaking environment.

Upper Intermediate English: This course
develops language skills necessary for participation
in a wide range of social and vocational activities.

During this course some work on English for
Academic Purposes is introduced.

English for Academic Purposes(EAP): This course
develops all language skills with an emphasis on
skills relevant to tertiary study. The course
encompasses most facets of academic requirements
including essay and report writing, note-taking,
preparation for tutorials, strategies for listening to
and understanding lectures, library research
instruction and written and oral presentations.
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