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A Comparative Study on Word Definitions of Synonymous
Nouns and Adjectives in English-Japanese Dictionaries for

General Learners
Yasuto Sawa

Abstract: Despite compilers’ strenuous efforts up to now, there is still much room for improvement in the
ways of defining synonyms in English-Japanese dictionaries for general learners.  Needless to say, how word
definitions of synonyms should be described varies according to the part of speech of these synonyms. In this
paper, several English-Japanese dictionaries are compared for the practica study on the ways of word
definitions of synonymous nouns and adjectives for the purpose of presenting better ones that are conducive to
the compilation of dictionaries of real value for learners’ use.
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