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On The British E ducation System

a皿d

The State SchoolS i皿Caエnbridge(Vbl.  XXV)

一Academic Progress Check一

Minoru SHIGETA''

   In the p receding essay(Vbl.  XXlrV)，1 finished eXpla血ng七he deta且s of''ActiVities Week

1987，''whi(in I had let them undone because of the l血ited Space， eSpeCially the details of the

schoo1 letters and the trip to France.  ln this essay; I w皿mention scholastic attainments of

my son at tihe Manor Community College. 

   In the preceding essay (Vol.  XX)， 1 showed

you the letter of Mss Anne ，∫.  S血k血son，

mathematics te acher at Manor.  lndeed my

son lay tmder a gre at ob ligation to her.  Here

again， 1 wi11 tell you about her kmdness to my

son and her enthusiasm for te achng

mathematics to him. 

   One day at the begh皿血g of February 87，

my son told me that IVIiss Sinkjnson had to｝d

him Jap anese mathematicLg b ooks to schoo1. 

So 1 . gelecte d some textbooks use d in the sixth

ye ar of Kamiube Ptmary School， and let， ;him

t，ake them to his school along with my letter. 

And on the 11th of Feb ruary， my son came

home wit，h her letter.  lt containe d very

affectionate words con㏄血ng my son's

mathematics e ducation; her letter said that in

the Jap anese mathematics bboks which my son

took to her， the work w as too e asy for him and

did not challenge him， and that as he was a

bright boy he could be coping with some

Algeb ra during that year which might help him

when he retume d to Japan.  And she

suggeste d that as there were a ｝ot of Jap anese

scholars in Camb ridge， there might b e someone

who spoke English and Japanese， who would

be prepare d to come in for 3 hoturs a week and

t，ranslate d for Yoshi ［my son］， and thatthen she

could reaUybegtn to help hjm leam some useftd

mathematicLg， adding that she was very worried

that， my son would become imstrate d and not

enj oy the subject any more.  When 1 re ad the
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letter， 1 was filled with a deep sense of gratitude，

and answere d the letter， saying that 1 would

contact the Society for Visiting Scho｝ars and

find someone who would help my son with his

mathem atios， adding that the teachers of

Manor were not so kmd as she， because I had

written to Mrs.  Brown， my son's class te acher，

conceming the academic progress of my son b ut

Ihad not answered my letter at a皿.  At once by

return mail， she said that she was trying to be

as helpfu1 as possib le with my son's

mathematios e ducation and had a colle ague at

the University Dep ament of E ducation who

had a small collection of Jap anese texts which

had be donate d by visiting academios， and tl tat

the colle ague would be bringtng them to her on

Monday so she would see if they could be of any

help.  Furthermore she said， ''1 ain sorry you

feel that teachers at Manor are unhelpful; that

is certainly not the intention.  1 have aske d Mr. 

Hunter， the l st year tutOr， if he will ask a皿

Yoshi's te achers to write a comment ab out

Yoshi's progress in other subjects and then to

let you㎞ow.  HopefU皿y he wi皿be able to do

that during next week. '' And she finishe d the

Ietter， saying ''Ple ase be assure d that 1 wM

continue tO help Y()shi a皿1 can in mathematios

-1'm alre ady findmg it interesting and

cha皿engtng， not to mention very fUnny;trying

to work out what the Japanese characters in

Yoshi's textbooks are asking him to do with the

numbers 1 Between us 1'm sure Yoshi and ;I

wM both leam somethng7' When 1 iimshe d

re ading the letter， 1 was move d to te ars and

especially was impressed by the sentence

''Between us Y:)shi and I wi皿 both leam

sometimgl' At the same time I was very

happy to know that there w as such a nice

te acher as Miss Sinkinson at Manor， and 1 fu皿y

appreciate d her kndness， thinking heartily

that she is a teachers' teacher and that I would

become such a good teacher. 

  As Miss Sinlrinson told me， Mr.  Hunter， the

lst ye ar tutor， wrote a letter to me after a few

days.  ln his letter， he apologized me， saymg

''Miss S血k nson has p asse d me your letter and

I am very sorry if you feel the teachers hewe

have not all been as knd as Mss Sinkinson.  I

have aske d te achers this moming to complete a

progress check on your son and I enclose the

replies.  At the moment some te achers are

away from school with flu so the set are not

oomplete. . . .  Our first year p arent's eve血g is

on May 5th when you w皿be able to see al the

te achers. '' Thus than1(s tO Miss Sinldnson a皿d

Mr.  Hunter， 1 receive d my son's progress check

from many te achers.  Now when 1 reconsider

my complaints to the te achers at Manor，

perhapb they may have thought that my

complaints were too sevash an ide a because my

son would stay at the school for a short time. 

However， the staff at Manor， not to speak of Mr. 

Huiiter， tre ate d the matter serious｝y and wrote

down the progress check！ For their knd and

generous behavio叫Ithank them too much. 

So in the following pages， I wi皿show you a皿the

commenbs which were written by the teachers

who came to school at that time.  At the same

time， we were given a list of my son's school

record up to then.  In the record， 1 is excellent，

and 2 is good and 3 is satisfactory， 1 imagine. 

This hst w皿be shown also in the fblowing

pages. 

  As Mr.  Hunter announce d beforehand in his

letter， toward the end of Apnl， 1 receive d from

Mlrr.  Hunter a school letter informing us of l st

Ye ar Parent / Teacher Consultation Evening on

Tuesday 5th May at 7. oo p. m.  The letter said，

''It is a chance for you to talk to your child's

teacher conce血ng the work done during the

first ye ar.  lt is a very important evening and

we hope a皿parents w皿be able to oome. '' In

addition to the above sentences， it said， ''In

order that the evetmg proceeds as smoothly as
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possible it w皿be helpftd if you oould oomplete

the reply slip below and if your child could

make appointment tmes with the teachers you

wish to see. '' So talking with my son， I

completed the reply slip and let him make

appointment tmes with the teachers we

wishe d to see.  And on 5th May， I went to

Mamor Co㎜血ty Colle ge with my wife and

saw Miss Sinlcinson， M)r.  Daft， Mr.  Smith， Mrs. 

Partridge and Mlrr.  Hunter， and aske d them

some questions about my son's progress， and

also thanke d them for their kmd te aclmg and

consideration to my son.  Some te achers said

that my son was very good at footh all， and

others said that my son could translate English

into Jap anese for the two Japanese pupils who

were newcomers at Manor.  Hearing these

sayings， 1 was much relieve d to know that my

son managed to fit in.  lt is a matter for regret

that such consultation evetmg which many

te acher attend is not help in Jap an.  ln our

country， class teachers play a very irnportant

role血Parent/T∋acher oonsultation， and it is

only class teachers that talk with their pupils'

parents.  Therefore 1 wish there ware such

consultation aftemoon or evening in our

country， too. 

  As 1 mentione d in the pwece djng essay， 1 was

to le ave Cambridge for Paris on July l st.  So

for the final month in England 1 was tembly

busy in packng my belongings， and doing

farewell p arties with our friends and

acquaintances ;in Cambridge， and in writing

letters of my gratitude to them.  On June 28th

Iwrote to some persons who I thought helped;

and encouraged my three chjldren at e ach

school， includmg the headmaster， the class

te acher， of Milton Road Jimior Schoo1， and the

he admaster， the p astoral care， Mlrr.  Hunter and

the class teacher， of the Manor Comm血ty

Colle ge， and the deputy head， Mr.  Hjort and the

class te acher， of Impingt on V皿age Conege.  In

each letter， 1 expresse d our gratitude to their

knd， generous and friendly teachng and

advice to my chjldren and enclose d a che que

£ 100 to each of the three schools as a mark Qf

our appreciation.  After 1 left England on July

lst on sche dule， my wife receive d a letter flDm

Mr.  Hunter， p astoral care of Manor.  Showing

you the letter of thanks from him in the

following p ages， I wi皿f㎞sh this essay
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                CAMBRIDGESHIRE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

MANOR COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Arbury Road

Cambridge
CB4 2JF

Telephone: 354937 Principal: O.  GAGGS， M，Sc. ，B. A.  (Hons)
             Deputy Head: J. G.  BAUGH， M. Ed. 
                       B. D.  CRESSEY， M. A. ， B. Sc.  (Econ)
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