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   On the British Education System

                     and

The State Schools in Cambridge (XXII)

Minoru SHIGETA''

  In the preceding essays (Vol.  XIX， XX and XXD， 1 mentioned， according to the schoo1 brochure and my

son's notebooks and schoo1 letters， the schoo1 lessons my son studied at the Manor Community Coilege; Re-

ligious Education， Freneh， Library， Drama， Mathematics， Art Design， Music， Physical Educatibn and some

unfamiliar sports， such as Cross Country， Netball， Rounders and Cricket， English and Teehnical Subj ects. 

Therefore， in this essay， 1 wM tell you about the rest of the subjeets my son studied at the Manor Community

College. 

History

  According to the school brochure， History is a thriving and popular subj ect throughout the College.  lt

says， ''The aim of the Department's strong team of teachers is to ensure that History lessons are enjoyab］e，

and with the growing amount of leisure time likely in the future we hope that many of our pupils wiil develop

a lifelong interest and enthusiasm for History.  For th e fust three years the syllabus is traditional 一 a broad

study of the main evepts in English history from Roman times in the first year， and in the second year a Tu-

dors and Stuarts course branch血g out血to the wider spheres of study of revolutions hl America and France. 

In the third year a study of the industrial revolution is followed by various themes of the nin eteenth century

social and economie changes and some key evenbs in European history.  ln the Fourth and Fifth year most

pupils choose to study Tiyentieth Century history for the G.  C.  S.  E.  Examination.  By now History has be・

come a voluntary subject， but we are gratifie'd that such vast numbers ehoose to eontinue to study History in
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146 Minoru SHIGETA

the fourth and fifth yearS.  The History Department believes strongly in the need for a wide ra'nge of visits' '

to enliven the sublect even more.  Our anllua1丘fth year visit to Be｝9ium and:Fmnce to see the areas around

Ypres， Passchendaele and the Somme where the terrible trenc''h 'warfare 1914;'1918 took plaee has proved as

popula「aseveL WewmendeaYou「tg kegP， costs・to a ll'n'mum so that v's'樋a「ebゴoughtw舳the「ange

of all. ''

  As the brochure tells us， my son， who was in the fust year at Manor， studied about the history of Roman

times@. fiuch，，qs . Roipan gastles， Magna Carta by King 」ohn， Black Death and Monastery.  So 1 will 'show you

some notes and ruustrations my son wrote and drew in History lessons. 
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On the British Education System and The State Schools in Cambridge (Xxt) 149

Science

  The schoo1 brochure says， ‘fScienee in the first two years consists of a eombined course based on Nuffield

Combined Science comprising elements of Physics， Chemistry and Biology.  Every opportunity is taken to

use children's frrst hand experience in everyday life as a starting point for th e work in th e laboratory.  The

course relies heavily on practical work， involving much problem-solving with strong emphasis being given to

the development of scientific skills.  The topies covered include punfying substances， measuring， water， air，

flowers， animals， fbrces， electrieity and electronics.  In the third， fburth and丘fth year every effort is made to

ensure that all pupils receive a balanced scientifie education that includes elements of both biological and

physical lphysics and chemistry) scienees.  This may be in modular science reflecting the requirements of

both county and nati叩al po五cies. . .  Pup丑s are given the opportunity to bridge the gap between CoUege and

work， this includes visiting conferences and 10eal industry.  The department appreeiates the strong need for

extra curricular activities and offer the following clubs， Junior Scienee， Photography and Animals， in addi-

tion to organising day and field trips to irnportant scientific establishments such as the Science Museum in

Lopdon， Whipsnade Zoo and locally， the Cavendish Laboratory. ''

  As the sehoo1 brochure says， science in the first year， it seems， consists of a combined eourse of Physics，

Chemistry and Biology， and especially they seemed to teach pupils Chemistry and Biology.  ln the following

two pages， I wi皿show you two notes and drawings my son wrote and. drew in Science.  One is an experiment

of distillation in Chemistry， and th e other is th e illustration and explanation of reproduction in frogs in Biol-

ogy.  Perhaps in his explanation we will fuid some miss-spelling by my son because of his lack of vocabulary. 

  So far we have seen how my son studied at the lessons listed in the curriculum such as English， History，

Science， Art， Mathematics， Music， Practical Subjects， Physical Education， French， Library， Religious Eduea・

tion， Dram and so on.  Moreover， the school brochure mentions some oth er subj ects which are not taught in

the first year.  So in the rest of the space aUowed to me， I will tell you， accor曲1g to the school brochure，

about such subjects. 
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Business Studies

BRItlTSH INDUSrllAL SOCIETY 一・G.  C.  S.  E. 

Studying this subject deve｝ops an awareness of the forces at work in industry and commerce.  Pupils wM be

encoutaged to imagine themselves in various roles e. g.  a factory owner， manager，.  worker， trad. e un. ionist，

consumer or citize. n， and diseover the possible conthcts of interest thati can occur between these rolesL ・Con・. 

sequently we aim to enable p叩皿s to be aware of and to' 垂≠窒狽奄モ奄垂≠狽?in making the ' ??盾奄モ??which are open to

us as individu'als and as a co血munity both nationa皿y and globa皿y. 

Th給su切㏄t曲脚ke・pupils・wa・e・fth・p・・blems・fsetting up・bu・血essゴdeci曲19・n・p・・幅，伽n・ing

the ent・正副・「gqniring and・mana帥gasm岨鱒ド恥P「rblemsofexpansion w皿1be. ¢on8i''e「e＆・

Later Trade UnionisM， ， Consumer Protection and the national conSideration of managing the whole economy

gleSiobg9，cSat' IU(dliise:krbPanUePellil.  W'iP'alsO COnSider th. e sof iai/ consequep.  ces ofbusiness activigies such as poilutign and

Current economic situations are discussed as p飢of the course so access to a da丑y new8papeh8 es8entia1. 

Pupils w皿viSit local i ns arid retail organiSations as well as some of the City insti加tions in Londo㎡. 

QWERTYUIOP. . . . . . . . . . QWERTYUIOP. . . . . . . . . ，. QWERTYUIOP. . . . . . . . . . QWER'rvUlOP. . . . . . . . . . QWER'1'YUIOP

TYP:EWRITING could be ca皿ed the‘Fourth R' since keyboard literacy is essential in the 1980's a8血e means

of eommunication， not only in the olfiee but. .  on the shop or faetory fioor.  A basic keyboarding course is part

of the Life Skills Programme for the majority of 4th Year pupils. 

Th…q・se・iS・・mp1・t・1y n・・ib1・・n・e伽血iti・1 k・yb・a・d t・・ining・iS・・mpl・te;pup皿…et・ugh伽・lividu・皿y

and attempt all the external examinations set that they are capable'o£ All students should obtain Pitman 1

(25wp皿m・king・a曲・鱒pmg・ess)・M・・tw皿be ent・red・f・・蘭・w. G・C・S・E鋼m血rti・nwhl・h n・w

gives m' 盾窒?able students a qualif7ieation higher than the old CSE. 

More able ' bр垂奄撃?can go on to take the Pitman ll examination CJuhior Secretaty status) and those of tpp・ G， C. 

S.  E.  Eng｝ish.  ability '' who are prepared to do homework ahd join a lunch-time class，can be entered for the

RSA 1 'lbrpewriter' Skills exam辻1ation(e血ployable as a typist). 

Electroptc t eldctrie maehines aS well as manual tYpewriters are.  av'ailable for pupils who prove their' ‘1touch！

Typing abmatY. 

Cornmunity Action

C・mmunity Inv・lv・㎞・曲P・蜘f an・du・a伽e and漉・1・ng P・・cess c・nce面・d wi助6ung P・・pl・1白εb恥

and ffeedom to understand， deeide'about and act on issues affecting them and their 'eommunities.  ，

OpP・rtunity・f・・C・mmunity享nv・短・m・曲・P・n t・・町・n・逼th・曲u曲・・舳y・・r・and・freed・m・f

choice is an essential part of the programme.  IThere are needs in any eommunity that pupils， with their ini・

Res.  Rep; of Ube National Coll.  df. Tech.  'No.  44 March 1998



On the British Education System and The State Schools in Cambridge一 (Xxt・・) 153

tiative， energy and resources， can help to meet.  Pupils work with old people in their own homes， in residen-

tial homes and at d. ay centres; in hospitals-Chesterton and Addenbrooke's Hospital; in '
垂窒奄高≠窒?and Nursery

Schools， including schools 'for handicapped children.  Some pupils remain in schoo1 and help to improve

their own environment.  Others have been involved in the monthly delivery of the Voice of Atbury. 

Pupils learn more about themselves' C their community and their role within it.  Beeause of the variety of

roles undertaken， while they are at work， pupils soon appreciate the need to be both reliable and responsible

and this helps.  to improve their attitude to work， both in and out of College.  Many pupils develop a real sen-

se of commitment and choose to continue their voluntary work outside schoo1 hours. 

The carefu1 preparation， support， supervision and follow-up of pupils.  is carried out by a small.  team of staff. 

There is a liaison with other departments in the College and in particular with th e soc'ial 1 moral / political

team. 

While Community lnvolvement is both enjoyable and rewar(ling on an individual basis， it also helps to estab-

lish a good relationship ，between the College and th e Community. 

Geography

The nature of Geography as a・subject has enabled this Department to offer a varied and interesting sy皿abus

to an five year groups in the school.  Particularly popular are the day excursions to study the subj ect in the

surroun(ling country-side， which takes place annually.  There are longer residential visits to more distant

parts of the country，， sueh as the Peak District and the Dorset Coast.  Studies are also made more enjoyable

bY frequent opportunities to wbrk on group assignments around the College and in the loeal neighbourhood，

to participate in a wide range of geographical games and simulated situations， and to study less accessible

material through the use of舳叫shdes and tape・recordings.  There is a strong emphasis On the enjoyment of

learning and '' ?高р高?things out'' for oneself. 

Examination courses in ・the 4th and 5th year b岨d upon the ski皿s and ideas fbstered in the lower school，

through the medium of the Avery Hi11 G.  C.  S.  E.  project.  The main themes examined include the geography

of recreation， urbanisation， employment， and the physical environment.  CQurse-work p. ｝ays a vital role in

examination work and provides frequent opportunities for pupils . to work in groups or on th eir own， outside

the confines of the classrooin. 

Computer Stu(lies

All students take a computer appreciation course in the 2nd year.  Computer Studies itself is a 4th and 5th

year op tion leadmg to be examinations'of C.  S.  E.  .  at the end of the 5th year. 

We have good and constantly expanding computing facilities.  At the moment， these consist of frfteen com-

puters 一with a network system， associated printers， disc drives and mostly colour monitots together with

word-processing facdities and a variety of oth er peripherals.  '1！his enables studdents to gain a great deal of

hands-on experience and gives them an advantage when it comes to the programming projects which make

up a proportion of the C.  S.  E.  examination marks.  '

宇部工業高等専門学校研究報. 告. 第44号 平成10年3月. 



154. Minoru ・ SHIGETA . 

Opportunity-exists fQr suffi. ciently able students to make use of their programming， talents to produce educa・

tional softwarg.  for use in the，Visually. lmpaired Unit， possibly as part of a G.  C.  S.  E. 一project.  . ・

We run a qomputer club for students. . wishiPg tQ lea叫or improve their BASIC programming.  s姐1s or tQ use

the kinds of equipment to which they might otherwise have no ・access. 

Spepial'. Needs Programme

'lhe Special Needs Programme daters fo叩叩丑g with a wide variety of Special Education Needs.  Tbese may

be ，due、to physigal ha喚dicap whicll could require someth海g as simple as a皿owing a ch鱒d e鴎ra time to get

from， lesson tp lesson，.  or it eould mean wprking op.  t a complete programme for a child with.  severe learning

diff7ieulties. 

After earefu. . 1 cpnsultation with ，Primary Schoo1 staff and teachers ， within the College， pupils may be withi

drtiWn fr6rii' mainstteam and pltieed in small groups for speeial help as and when necessary. 

The aim of the Programme is to ensure that the needs of each child are met and as many children as possible

are able to enjoy a full timetable as soon as，possible. 

S⑳r;思郷th・p≠ece醜・r叫w曲・・ee-esu切・・誌釦・h・・H鱒鋤・b'壷軸. 甲y・・n

wa仲Qu帥騨ano「・a亭drome. othe醐r繭。伽ght鱒the㎞t脚tMano「・. sueh al 'Bus'nrss Stud'el・

C6mmuぬity輔・叫G・・9r・phy. C・mput・・Studie8・and・Sp・・i・1 Need・P・・9r・mm・. ・H・w・v・・，…th・・p・幡

㎞it6a，'Ih翻・銑・n醐ect'・dalled・''p・曲1＆S㏄i・1Educ就i・n・''rm・・鵡血n・・tes叫w皿t・恥

about ''Personal. ＆ Social Eaueation. ''

'

( Cqn tin uedi
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