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   On the British Education System

                    and

The State Schools in Cambridge (XVI)

Minoru SHIGETA＊

    In the preceding essays (VoL I-V)， 1 mentioned how we settled in Cambridge， how 1 got permission to the

local state schools for my three children， the British compulsory education system， esp ecially concerning LEA

(Local Education Authority) schools， and also explained some special features of the British schoo1 system，

Further Education， the British Universities 一一 the origin， the three types of the universities in Britain， the

admission procedure to enter a university， and the Degree system of Oxbridge 一 and Polytechincs and Col-

leges of Higher Education in Britain.  And in Vol VI一 XV， we have seen the general statement of Milton

Road Junior Schoo1， includmg the school organization，curriculum， extra curricular activities， P. T. A. ， school

meals， educational visits， and so on， accordng to the school pamphlet， and the school lessons， inclu｛血9

spelling and readmg， language， mathematics， science， physical education and project， and school events，

including''Mary Rose''Trip tO Portsmouth， the Perf()rmance of the''Happy P血ce，''''Discover lndustry''

Residential Field Trip，'' and the miscellaneous things， including Transfer to Community College or Secon-

dary Schoo1， The Final Term News Letters， My Small Gift， Group Photographs， and the Scholar's Report ＆

Certificate of Attendance at Milton Road Junior Schoo1.  ln this essay， 1 wM tell you about The Manor Com-

munity College where my son went. 

    As 1 said in the preceding essay (Vo.  1)， on the afternoon of October 7 (Thuesday)，'86， as I finished all the

necessary things to live in Cambridge， 1 decided to go to the Education Headquarters (Shire Hall at Castle

Street) for the purpose of my children getting admission to the local state schools.  Going there， 1 asked a

clerk if 1 could consult with someone about my children getting admission to the 10eal state schools.  After a

while， Mr.  Gage， one of the staff of the Ecucation Headquarters， came up to me and asked me the date of

birth of my ehildren， so 1 handed in the eertficates of studentship which 1 had written out in Japan.  Mak一
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ing a note of my children， Mr.  Gage told me to eall him up in the morning or afternoon two days. later， and

said that he would be able to make some advice about the matter.  Feeling relieved to hear that， 1 made my

way home. 

  On the morning of October 9 (Thursday)， 1 called up Mr.  Gage in the Headquarters from . a public tele-

phone， and he told me that he had made an appointment with the headmaster of a junior schoo1 and the head

of the pastoral care of a lower secondary school， and that it would be better for me to call Mr.  Elhs， headmas-

ter of Milton Road Junior School， as soon as possible.  He also advised me to contact with Mr.  Dixon at Colr

legiate Board for my elder daughter.  So， calling up Mr.  Ellis， 1 made an appointment with him at 3:25 p. m.  '

thag day.  Thus my wife， younger daughter and 1 visited the Junior Schoo1 and got admission to the schoo1. 

  On the morning of October 10 (Friday)， 1 got up at seven， and it seemed that 1 would be very busy， because

I had to call Mr.  Dixon at Collegiate Board for selecting my elder daughtet s schoo1 and alsQ had to visit the

Manor Community CoPege at eleven a. m.  to meet Mr.  Hunter with whom Mr.  Gage at the Headquarters had

made an appointment for me.  First of all， at ten 1 telephoned Mr.  Dixon with whom Mr.  Gage had advised

me to make contact， but unfortunately he was not at his office， and a clerk said that he would not come to his

o靴euntU the next Monday moming.  So I was compe皿ed tO wait t皿the next week fbr deciding my daugh・

t・fs sCh・・1・At a町・at・， my曲・my・・n・nd I w・曲th・M・n・・C・mmunity C・皿・g・・t lO・50・Wh・n w・

entered the back gate of the schoo1， a lot of students were running and playing on the schoo1 ground.  Per・

haps it was a break.  We went to the main office for reception and said that we would like to meet Mr. 

H耐・・with wh・m w・h・d h・d an・pP・intm・nt・雌…wh皿・・w・r・w・m・n・pP・・a曲g u…nd h…id

that his name was Mr.  Hunter， and asked us to wait for him as he would go in a minute.  He asked two girls

near by to show ug the way to his room， and we headed for his room， conducted by the two girls.  After a

short time， Mr.  Hunter came in and gave us a sch oo1 broehure， explain ing a lot of school rules， and en-

co叫ag血g my son by saying that many students had come to study at the school from all over the world as

we皿as from Jap皐n， and that my son would be able tO get along we皿though he would have much d丑ficulty in

being settled.  He a］so told us about the curriculum， schoo1 uniform， P. E; Kit and where to buy them. . 

When 1 asked him where 1 could buy a schoo1 tie， he said that 1 eould buy it from him， so 1 got it for £2，5. 

And lle加ld us about Mrs.  Brown， my son's form teacher， and Schoo1 rnealS， ad(ling that my son could dome
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back to school at 9 a. m.  from Monday next week and that he must come in the sehool uniform and tie.  ln our

leaving the schoo1 building， Mr.  Hunter kindly showed us the registration office.  We thanked him for his

kind advice， and left school from the front gate. 

   On Monday， October 13， 1 took my son to the Manor Community College before 9 a. m. ， and met Mrs. 

Brown， teacller in charge of his class.  A血er talking with her f()r some time，1 left the college， placing him

under her care.  As for my wife， she was to take my younger daughter to Milton Road Junior School by 9:20

in the morning， and 1 tried visiting the schoo1， having some misgiving about them because of language bar-

rier， but 1 did not find them there， so 1 went home feeling somewhat relieved.  After a while， my wife re-

turned and said that she had followed my daughter to the classroom， where my daughter introduced herself

to the classmates in Enghsh， ad曲1g that she had handed in the school fbrm about my daughter which I had

written in and paid £3. 5 (70P × 5 days) for school meals of the week.  Thus my wife and 1 were much relieved

that our two children were anowed to attend each(近fferent school and college，

   As above-mentioned， Mr.  Hunter gave me a schoo1 broehure when we called at his school for the frrst time. 

The brochure differs a great deal from that of Milton Road Junior School; after the principal's complements to

the parents of freshmen， the brtochure is divided into three sections.  Section 1 contains ''The School Day，''

''The Pastoral System，'' ''Uniform / Special Clothing，'' ''Equipment，'' ''Travel，'' ''School Fund，'' ''Lost Property''

and ''Reports. '' Seetion 2 contains ''School Aims，'' ''Equal Opportunities，'' ''Schoo1 Rules，'' ''The Curriculum，''

''Public Examinations，'' and ''Extra Curricular Activities. '' And Section 3 contains ''School Governors，''

''Community College Awards，'' ''The Manor Association，'' ''School Calendar，'' ''Useful Information''and

''Community Education. '' So 1 will mention the ptincipal's complments to freshmen's parents in the next

page， and then will pick up， accordmg to the brochure， the interesting items out of the three sections. 

SECTIONI

1.  YOUR CHILD'S FIRST DAY

On the丘rst day of schoo1，2nd September， your child should come to the Lower School Hall around 8. 50 am. 

The First Year Tutor and the First Year Fom1 Tutors wi皿be there to meet them and place them in their form

group.  During the flrst morning. the pupils wi皿spend all the time with their Class TutOr who will explain
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school routine， give out timetables， cloakroom pegs， introduce their subject teachers and give details of， loCk・

ers and fire drill.  The normal teaching programme will start in the afternoon. 

Each Pupil will require a pen，pencil， ruler， and where necessary di加er money， and bag tO carry books which

may be issued. 

Enclosed is a pro forma which should be fdled in with all the details including arrangements for how your

child will sp end dinner tim e.  iP:Lggsgl return the form to the Fotm Tutor with your ehild on the first day of

term，

ARRANGEMENTS FOR NE PUPILS

1

2

3

4

Senior Staff visit the main contributory Primary Schools， tb discuss each pupil and to consider the most

appropriate arrangements for each child. 

Pupils spend a morning or afternoon in the school， visiting various departments， and receive a short in-

troductory talk.  This takes place in the term prior to starting here. 

Parents are invited to an informal evening meeting， on 30th September， 1986) where yQu wi11 have an

opportunity to ask questions about matters affecting your child and meet other parents and staff. 

The social w elfare of each pupil is in the hands of many stalif， and parents are welcome to get in contact

whenever necessary.  First and foremost， the child's Form Teacher wi11 hope to see him/her every day，

and will be ready to help with problems.  Then， t｝1e Year Tutors wi皿be meeting children at least 2 or 3

times a week， and may also be able to help.  Finally， the Head， and the Deputy Heads and Head of Pas-

toral Care may be able to help 一一 with the hope that' ?≠モ?pupil may be sui'tably cared for at school in

order to profit to the fullest extent from the activities and lessons provided. 

2.  THE SCHOOL DAY

The schoo1 day begins with a regiStration and assembly period followed by 4 lesson periods in the morning

and 4 in th e afternoon.  The time is:

9. 00

9. 25

10. 00

10. 35

10. 50

11. 25

9. 25

10. 00

10.  35

10. 50

11. 25

12. 00

Registration and Pastoral Time

Period 1

Period 2

Break

Period 3

Period 4

1. 00

1. 05

1. 40

2. 15

2. 30

3. 05

1. 05

1. 40

2. 15

2. 30

3. 05

3. 40

Registration

Period 5

Period 6

Break

Period 7

Period 8

1t｝1Yi｝A1S一:11IY［ES一一a11d. 一liY1SLgU一一:［1IY［ESREAKTIMESd

Pup皿s can spend break and lunch thnes in the playground or j皿the leisure area designated to theh・year. 
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SIGNIN OUT

If pupils are required to leave the schoo1 premises during the school day for an appointment they must bring

a note， appointment'card or get permission from ・the Year Tutor or Deputy Heads.  Having received permis-

sion they then sign out， and back in， at the schoo1 Welfare Office.  No pupil should leave the premises with-

out permission.  ・

3.  'TVHE PASTORAL SYSTEM

'1！his system is designed to help you and your child to cope as well as possible with all aspects of education

whilst your child is here， lt tries to do this by breaking the schoo1 down into smaller units which you and

your child can easily identify.  Each child is in a form group with a Form Tutor and it is hoped that chi｝d and

teacher wi11 get to know one other as well as possible.  During form time children wru discuss items raised in

the school council， issues raised in assembly and wru also follow a planned pastoral curriculum.  The form

groups are organised into year groups and each year group has a Year Tutor with specific responsibility for

their year.  There is also a Head of Pastoral Care with overall responsibthty for pastoral work. 

Should you or your child have ew problems do not hesitate to contaet the schoo1.  lf the problem concerns

work in a particular subject it might be beneficial to contact the Head of Department of the subject in ques・

tion.  ・ For problems of a rnore personal or general nature contact the specific Year Tutor， Head of Pastoral

Care or the Principal. 

Certainly we wM contact you if there is any problem at schoo1 which is worrying us. 

The pupils in each year have a council which meets regularly to discuss matters affecting their year.  T'his

council consists of 2 members from each class and is usually chaired by the Year Tutor， lt is intended as an

educational experience as well as a chance for pupils to put their points of view.  Occasionally several years

met together and meeting between Year Councils in other Secondary Schools have taken place.  ln addition

there is a Schoo1 Council which meets every 2 weeks to co・ordinate issues raised.  It has representation from

each class and is chaired by members of the senior students. 

ooL coNrrAcT ITH PARENT

Great importance is attached to regular contaet and co-operation between Schoo1 and Parents.  Letters are

norma皿y sent home via pupils f()r school eventS such as open evenings， visits， conce枕s， etc・and usually i 1・

clude a reply slip.  Parents are asked to reply promptly and do their best to support these events.  ［E！he staff

do their utmost to see ail' interested parents on parents' evenings， by arranging defuiite appointment times，

but if parents wish to see a member of staff on a specific matter at another time an appointment can be made

by caU血9 at or telephoning the Schdol Office and agreeing a伽e when the teacher iS not teachi19・ '
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Some contacts may be made via the School Weifare Officers especially on matters of absence. 

ABSENCES / ILLNESSES 1 FAMILY HOLIDAYS

Parents are asked to notify the school of the reason for any absence by sending a note to the schoo1， either

during the child's absence， or on the day of return.  Sometimes， a telephone call will also he｝p. 

Cambridgeshire County Council have produced a form which they require parents to complete when pupils

are going to be absent because of family holidays.  These forms can be obtained from Year Tutors，

AL/ parents are asked''to complete the form issued with this handbook so that we may contact them in cases of

emergency， at any time during the school day.  This form is treated as confidential and is not allowed out of

the School Office. 

sswwc oo

If a pupil is taken M during the schoo1 day they are sent to the Schoo1 Welfare Office (Mrs Spencer) for care

and attention.  We have a sick room but w皿send pupils home if there is a parent to receive them， No pupil

is sent home without parents being contacted first. 

MEDICAL / DENTAL INSPECTIONS

These take place from time to time and are organised by the Schools Medical Service 一 Parents wi11 be ad・

vised in advance in order that they may object or attend as they wish. 

MEDICINES

Any pupils who need to bring medicines to schoo1 lps1s！t: leave them in the Schoo1 Weifare Office clearly la-

belled with pupil's name and how the medicine is to be taken. 

DETENTIONS

Detention of pupil beyond normal school hours is a legitimate sanction available to every teacher， depart-

ment or year tutor. 

Pupils are given 24 hours' notice of formal detentions.  Each year group makes arrangements for a weekly

detention for persistent lateeomers. 

While we are pleased to discuss the circumstances surroundmg any particular detention with parents， the

school must exercise its judgment for the majority of pupils and normally there can be no exceptions to a

schoo1 ruling. 
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o ISATION FOR L. E N

Pupils are arranged in soeially effective registration groups after consultation with Primary Schools and for

their first term taught in these 9roups.  After thiS diagno§tic term some sゆjects may arr昂nge tlle pup迅s into

groqps which they cqnsider'to. be educationa皿y effective. 

鱒pup迅m・y be c・n・id・・ed・f・・t・an・帥an・th・・g・・up・伽y tim・超w・・k l・v・1・andp・・騨sug9・・t

that this is desirable. 

Specialist teachers remain， on the whole， in their own specialist rooms for teaching， and it is the p''pils who

rnoVe from room to room. 

Pup皿、 p。，su， a l。・g・ly・・mm・n・u・ri・ulum・f・・3yea・s曲whi・h th・y w皿Ch…e llubjectS・n whi・h th・y

wru concentrate . for their final 2 years.  '1｝)ese subjects wM be taken at G. ・C. S. EL Level and / or Pre・

Vocational Level. 

The Remedial Department helps those with learning diffriculties throughout the SchooL

us21gui;ysLg1us

tW，ry・pUp曲giv，n a h・m・w・・k t㎞・tabl・and幽・仙・b・帥n血9・fth…h・・l y・a・・P…

。nt、 a，e a、k、曲h，lp w汕th・h・鵬w・tk・P・・gramm・by p翻 ㎞g suit・bl…繭もi・n・飴・study血th6・v・・

nings for periods from 1/2 hour to 2 hours accordipg to the pupil's age and abdity and to check that hopaework

is satisfactorily completed and entered in 'the homework notebook.  Parents are asked to sign the hoinework

notebook each night to indicate that the work is complete. 

A suitable bag or case is also needed for earrying homework books qs well as equipment and clothing， to a'nd

丘om school da坦y. . 

4. . UNIFORM / SPECIAL CLO'1！HING

Ev・町・hild・h・uld w・a・S・h・・1 Unif・rm・

BOYS: S画:
       込山哩:

        瞳:

        雌:

P. E.  Kit:

A neutral tone such as grey， blue' or white. 

Navy-blue or grey (not polo・neck and no slogans). 

Black， grey or navy-blue ・(not denim). 

. (OPゆa1・in・the summer seas・n)・

一 'White siglet， white shorts， white gymn sho6s (white socks are also
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inter Games:

   desirable). 

   Towel needed after showers. 

一 Boots， black shorts， Manor College stockings.  The''Manor

   reversible'' ail-purpose shirt (for Rugby and Soccer)， with contrasting

   white band on the reverse side. 

   Available from: McNeil Sports and most sports suppliers in the

    town. 

        Summer Games: 一一 ' P. E.  Kit for Athletics and Games. 

Sli11Ui;S: pmSk t t s: 一一一 Navy''blue， if trousers are worn they may not be denim. 

        Blouse: ・一一 White or blue.  ) No slogans
        Ca1digagg1 JJu！1u2g！:: 一 Navy-blue or grey (not polo neck).  ) No slogans

        P. E.  Kit: ・一一一 Red sweatshirt (can be ordered from schoo1)， white or pale blue sports

                                blouse， navy-blue pleated skirt， plmsolls， white socks， red socks

                                for hockey.  Leotards may be worn for gymnastics and dance，

                                Track suits may be worn in winter. 

5th Year Pupils as a privilege are allowed to wear black and a special 5th Year tie. 

Parents should be aware that pupils arriving in school wearipg jeans wi11 be sent home to change. 

You wM notice that no substitute for a school blazer is permitted.  Pupils will either wear the blazer or a

school pulloev er.  AlujagkgLg1 g111 t b f 1 ・

pmECTS

opl｝YSL1Ei;L，Ul;1Y1LLERY:

MARKING QFmptOPERTY:

FINANCIAL.  . 一AIItL:

(Craft， Design and Technology， Home Economics and Needlework)， Duripg

the time that they are at school， pup丑s w皿need 2 aprons for th♀se sub・

jects. 

One strong cloth apron without commercial slogans will be needed initially. 

A second apron wru be required for further work. 

It is not suitable with schoo1 uniform and therefore should not be worn in

school.  Pocket knives are also not to be brought into schoo1. 

A皿items of clothing and equipment MUST be clearly marked in indelible

ink with the child's name.  Name tabs alone are insufficient， since they

are easily removed.  Any watches worn must be clearly named. 

If山ere is any financial〔1面culty in the matter of school unifbrm you:nay
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apply to the Senior Area EducatiOn Officer， Castle Court， Shire Hall， Cam-

bridge. 

wao s. 

一Ω巫:

MONEY an
il11LiUAAB1｝Ul｝SES:'

乱
b

c，

G. H.  Jacob ＆ sons， Ltd. ， 23 St.  Andrew's Street， Cambridge. 

Cambridge ＆ District Co-operative Soeiety， Ltd. ， Burleigh Street，

Cambridge. 

Eaden Lruey ＆ Co. ， Market Street， Cambridge. 

These should not be brought to schoo1 unless reaily necessary.  1£ for

. some speciaheason， a ch皿d has to b血g a large sum of money to school

this should be handed in to'the Form Teaeher or to the Secretary for safe

keeping. 

Valuables also， should be handed to teachers during P. E.  and Games

lessons and perhaps in practical sessions. 

Transistor radios and cassette recorders are not a''owed in schoo1. 

  So far 1 have mentioned， accordng to the schoo1 brochure， ''Your Child's First Day，'' ''The School Day，''

'''

撃??Pastoral System，'' and ''Uniform 1 Special Clothing)'' and so on in Section 1.  However， the space is im-

ited， so I wj皿tell you about tlle rest of Section 1血the next essay. 

(Continued)

雛

Res.  Rep.  of Ube National Coll.  of Tech.  No.  43 Mqrcb 1997


