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The Kokugo (The Japanese Readers) in Ten Volumes, Textbooks
for Middle school under the Old System of Education, Edited
by the Editorial Department of Iwanami Shoten

Koji MOROI

Abstract

The Kokugo (The Japanese Readers) in ten volumes edited by the editorial department of Iwanami Shoten,

which were used as textbooks of Japanese at middle school under the old system of education from 1935 to

1944, are evaluated as textbooks of a high cultural standard although they were edited under the

ultranationalistic trend of eduction at that time. Taking advantage of the occasion of their republication in

1988, the author, who happened to be taught with those textbooks at school, tries to take them into

cosideration from various angles.
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