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CHANGES OF HUMAN ECOLOGY IN THE
AKIYOSHI PLATEAU, WESTERN JAPAN

Seikichi HAMADA

Akiyoshi Plateau is the largest limestone plateau in Japan.
There exhibits karst landforms of Japanese type which consist of
complex underground drainages and almost 270 limestone caves,
This peculiar natural region had been appeared as the arena of
human life environment since late period of palaeolithic age
(nonselamic age). When the time was neolithic age (Jomon age),
the region was known to become a central area of this locality,
which was evidenced by discovery of various sites, After Yayoi
age of a full Ricecrop life time, the region had been used as
human life environment from time to time and then changed into
non-dwelling area, Thereupon the region was functioned as the
area for mining of minerals, collecting plants and cultivation of
its doline, For some period, the area was used for the purpose
of military maneuvers. In the twentieth century, Akiyoshi Pla-
teau has become famous for studies of geology, geomorphology,
biology (paleo-biology), anthropology, archaeology and spele-
ology. Since Eastern Akiyoshi Plateau, which was specified for
special natural monument because of its high scientific valueness,
enjoys excellent karst landscape, it was also named for a quasi
national park and situated as a scientific tourist resort. On
the contrary, Western Akiyoshi Plateau has been industrially
developed primarily as the area for mining of limestones,
marbles and for stock farms, hence the adjustment of utilization
and conservation of nature is presented as an important current
subject.
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