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The Impact of Spatial Transitions on the Heroine of Persuasion:
What is Brought by Being “Nobody”

Yoko IKEDA

Center for Liberal Arts and Sciences, Sanyo-Onoda City University

Abstract

In this paper, I will analyze how transitions of place and location impact the ways in which Anne, the heroine in Jane
Austen’s novel Persuasion (1818), realized her true self, showed her merit and became empowered to behave in the ways
she desired. She was not “nobody” at all although her own family members regarded her as a person whose word had no
weight; whose convenience was always to give way. The paper notes how key turning points in the heroine’s life take
place not at home but at other locations. The farther that she goes away from home, the more descriptions of her actions
appear in the novel. Since most of her family members were not helpful, there was no other way for her to reach her goals
except by leaving home and heading elsewhere. This spatial transition can therefore be regarded as an important factor in
the heroine’s success.

In the conclusion, the following three points are emphasized: (1) Anne had the willpower to go forward until she
reached her goal; (2) although she was from baronet family, she got along well with people around her regardless of their
social ranks; and (3) her actions and movements would likely continue even after she entered a different social rank to the

one that she originally belonged to.
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Austen cannot give Anne the freedom to move of
twentieth-century women, but she certainly represents
the acute frustration of a woman in the early nineteenth
century who cannot act boldly and independently to
express her desire without disapproval, which include

that of the man she loves.?
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...Anne, with an elegance of mind and sweetness of
character, which must placed her high with any people
of real understanding, was nobody with either father or
sister: her word had no weight; her convenience was

always to give way; -- she was only Anne.**% (7)
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That has been a very great improvement .... Mr.
Shepherd [Anne’s father’s lawyer] thinks it the greatest
improvement the house ever had .... the few alterations we

have made have been all very much for the better. (114)
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...by coolly giving the reins a better direction herself,
they [Admiral and Mrs. Croft] happily passed the
danger; and by once afterwards judiciously putting out
her hand, they neither fell into a rut, nor ran foul of a
dung-cart.... (83)
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...the sight of all the ingenious contrivances and nice
arrangements ...to turn the actual space to the best
possible account, to supply the deficiencies of

lodging-house furniture.... (88)
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.. she had been too dependant on time alone; no aid
had been given in change of place, ... or in any novelty

or enlargement of society. (26)
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Her own spirits improved by change of place and subject,

by being removed three miles from Kellynch: ... (41-42)
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...the door was thrown open for Sir Walter [Anne’s
father] and Miss Elliot [Anne’s sister], whose entrance
seemed to give a general chill. Anne felt an instant
oppression, and, wherever she looked, saw symptoms of
the same. The comfort, the freedom, the gaiety of the
room was over, hushed into cold composure, determined
silence, or insipid talk, to meet the heartless elegance of
her father and sister. (198-99)
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1. She was looking remarkably well; her very regular,
very pretty features, having the bloom and freshness
of youth restored.... (94)

2. Anne was improved in plumpness and looks.... (111)

3. ...Anne and her father chancing to be alone together,
he began to compliment her on her improved looks;
he thought her “less thin in her person, in her cheeks;
her skin, her complexion, greatly improved—clearer,
fresher....” (130)
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“Anne, Anne,” cried Charles, “what is to be done next?
What, in heaven’s name, is to be done next?” Captain
Wentworth’s eyes were also turned towards her.

“Had not she [Charles’ sister] better be carried to the

inn? Yes, I am sure, carry her gently to the inn.” (99)
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...he [Wentworth] was obliged to acknowledge that only
at Uppercross had he learnt to do her justice, and only
at Lyme had he begun to understand himself.

At Lyme, he had received lessons of more than one sort.
The passing admiration of Mr. Elliot had at least roused
him, and the scenes on the Cobb, and at Captain

Harville’s, had fixed her superiority. (212)
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“Women may be as comfortable on board, as in the best
house in England. I believe I have lived as much on
board as most women, and I know nothing superior to
the accommodations of a man of war. I declare I have
not a comfort or an indulgence about me, even at
Kellynch-hall, ...beyond what I always had in most of
the ships I have lived in; and they have been five
altogether.” (62)
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