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I remember, after my grandfather died we moved away from

that house and to a new house designed and built by my

mother. Many things that were not to be moved were burned
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in the back-yard and I remember those jars from the attic
being thrown in the fire, and how they popped in the heat
and the fire flamed up from the alcohol. I remember the
snakes burning in the fire in the back-yard. But there were
no people in that, only things. I could not remember who
burned the things even, and I would go on until I came to
people and then stop and pray for them.

About the new house I remember how my mother was al-
ways cleaning things out and making a good clearance. One
time when my father was away on a hunting trip she made ‘
a good thorough cleaning out in the basement and burned
everything that should not have been there. When my father
came home and got down from his buggy and hitched the horse
the fire was stil burning in the road beside the house. I went
out to meet him. He handed me his shotgun and looked at the
fire. ‘What’s this?’ he asked.

‘I've been cleaning out the basement, dear,” my mother said
from the porch. She was standing there smiling, to meet him.
My father looked at the fire and kicked at something. Then
he leaned over and picked something out of the ashes. ‘Get a
rake, Nick, he said to me. I went to the basement and brought
a rake and my father raked very carefully in the ashes. He
raked out stone axes and stone skinning knives and tools for
making arrow-heads and pieces of pottery and many arrow-
heads. They had all been blackened and chipped by the fire.
My father raked them all out very carefully and spread them
on the grass by the road. His shotgun in its leather case
and his gamebags were on the grass where he had left them

when he stepped down from the buggy.
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‘Take the gun and the bags in the house, Nick, and bring
me a paper, he said. My mother had gone inside the house.
I took the shotgun, which was heavy to carry and banged aga
inst my legs, and the two game-bags and starrted toward the
house. ‘Take them one at a time,” my father said. ‘Don’t try
and carry too much at once.” I put down the game-bags and
took in the shotgun and brought out a newspaper from the pile
in my father’s office. My father spread all the blackened,
chipped stone implements on the paper and then wrapped them
up. ‘The best arrow-heads went all to pieces, he said. He
walked into the house with the paper package and I stayed
out-side on the grass with the two game-bags. After a while
I took them in. In remembering that, there were only two

people, so I would pray for them both.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 197§

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT MAKES A DECISION

Aften foun yeans the new ALignment fon US27 has been determined. 1% will begin
at a point just south of 2480 E. CLark Road aud head straight nonth. Right of Way
Purchase 4is slated fon Late 1981. That's all we know. StiLL up £n the ain is Feder-
ak approval, since most of the funds come grom Washington. AL the fast minute, the
Envinonmental Review Board, the Department of Agnicublture and the Department of
Natunal Resources fon the State, opposed the new roadway, but the Commission voted
3-1 4in gavon.

A.B.C. DOUG

This yearn, Doug has gone §rom WALK to TALK, in a big way. On New Year's Day he
just stanted wakking, everywhere, and he hasn't stopped since. By his second birth-
day in October, talking, numbers, Lettens, small cans and trucks were the center of
his wonld. He Loves oun animals and the great outdoons (the backdoor must be bolted
on he'ZL wonder out).

ONE _SHOE OFF, ONE SHOE ON

John wrapped up Kindenrgarten and began §inst ghade incfuding the wsual 6th Binth-
day, swimming Lessons, tooth gairy, shoe-tying accomplishments. His interesis include
sponts trivia, playing bareball, and a Zove of maps and geography enhanced by the
auival of Rikke oun exchange student/daughter from Brudager, Denmark and the around
the wonkd sail of gniends. John most recently has Leawned Zo print, play slam-the-
Lunch box and s&ide on his knees.

THE GREAT DANE INTRODUCES US TO A NEW WORLD

Rikke has added Ao much Laughter and fun fo cun home this year. By November, she
had overcome most Language problems aftern six years of schoof English, developed a
craving fon ice cream, keeps a regulan Sunday morning racquetball game with Pam and
had become an integnal part of ouwr family Life, as well as High School at Bath.

MAN WORKS FROM SUN TO SUN

This year BiLE neached the BIG 40. Besdides participating on the County Plan-
ning Commission and Repubfican fundraising and coondinating the Legisfative Dinner
(speaker Geonge Bush), he kept the snow out of the drive with his new tractor blade.
As the diminishing number of RepubLicans in the Legisfature- {D-70; R-40)realigned,
the new House Minonity Leader, BilE Bryant, selected BLLEL as Executive Director for
the coming yearn. 1§ you want to pick him up on the road, thy gon BICYCLE BILLY
on Channel 19. ElLection Results: November 7, 197§ -- CLinton County Commissioner --'
Distrnict 10 -- William Gnodtke (R-739), C. Richard Herrold (D-656).

WOMAN'S WORK 1S NEVER DONE

Life on the farm 45 . . busy: endless cycles of meals and Laundry. Pam had
her §insit penmanent in 16 years, achieving the frizzled Look that it had taken 16
yearns to fonget. School Board activities have included establishing an elementary
school drug abuse progham, answering a civil nights suif charging discrimination
against Indians {the Indians Lost), and participating in contract negoiiations with
the teachens, complete with armbands and handouts at football games and cpenhouses.
This whole business i8 in a Legal arena not suitable for the amatewr.
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THE BEST OF '78 INCLUDED:

RESTAURANTS - Ramon's (Mexican) Lansing; Oenphilia, New York City.

MOVIES - Andimal House, #1; The last Waltz, an honorable mention.

GARDEN CROP - By vofume and sweetness ~ Corn -- with a Lot of help from oun neighbon.
Rookie crop - broccold.

KITCHEN CREATION - Popovers, actually rediscovering my Dad's recipe.
TV SHOWS - Saturday Night Live and the Roots rerun.

MICHIGAN SCENE - wandeiing the beaches and ithe birch and maple thails near Good
HarnZ along Lake Michigan at the height of naspberry season.

VISITOR - Great Grandma Dewey's week with us in July just before hen §6th. ALt
0Zhen visitons get hononable mention -- we Love having company.

INFLATION ALERT - Buying, a new W Bus.

CONSERVATION ACTIVITY - Letting Chnis Snow release his 13 quail on our faum, and
Listening fon the one who Lisped "Wob White."

ANTIQUES - Finally getting to the Antique Market in Ann Anbor, seeing the newly
dequined Koeze-Rosenberg "Inn" nean Chelsea, and refinishing the drug drawens
grom BLLL's dad's store as a bench.

HOUSE PROJECT ~ Fixing up the back bedroom over the dining room for B & P in off-
whife and brown.

SPORTS - John's §irnst Majon League basebalf game in Detnoit and GO BLUE -- the
Meechigan Wolverines have been cheered Loyally by the two family members who use
the tickets.

BOOBOO - Pam Locking the keys in the car before the Michigan/Michigan State game --
Zhe beginning of the beginning of the end of a perfect day.

GAMES - Boggle
MAGAZINE - Games

We've had a great year. Ouwr activities have ranged grom Learning Racquetball to

the MSU Lively Ants senies. We attended the GU NOOD (as in good) KEY family reunion
04 125+ in Juby, nelaxed in an East Jondan cabin with the Grasmans in June, and
thnilled to a three-day holiday in New Yonk City in November with Doug staying at
Aunt Mary and Uncle Ralph's new home nearn Pontiac. A new black fab, Mucky (MUKILTEO,
cousin of GUMP) and Trots (named by John after close observation), the black and
white kitty join with all of us in wishing you a most cozy Chriistmas and a new year
that will excged all 0f your expectations. .

J 0 '\ @m
@ : “(pove)

19785 Dk, Gnodke K75 5 DFHK
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