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Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses
yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your
teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost
to me. I lift my lamp beside the golden door.
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Anyway, a holiday should begin with a train ride, as it had

when he was a kid in Montreal. The whole family took the street.

car to the Grand Trunk Station with a basket (frail, splintering
wood) of pears, overripe, a bargain bought by Jonah Herzog
at the Rachel Street Market, the fruit spotty, ready for
wasps, just about to decay, but marvellously fragrant. And in
inside the train on the worn green bristle of the seats, Father
Herzog sat peeling the fruit with his Russian pear-handled
knife. He peeled and twirled and cut with European efficiency.
Meanwhile, the locomotive cried and the iron-studded cars
began to move. Sun and girders divided the soot geometrically.

By the factory walls the grimy weeds grew. A smell of malt
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came from the breweries.

The train crossed the St Lawrence. Moses pressed the
pedal and through the stained funnel of the toilet he saw
the river frothing. Then he stood at the window. The water
shone and curved on great slabs of rock, spinning into form
at the Lachine Rapids, where it sucked and rumbled. On the
other shore was Caughnawaga, where the Indians lived in
shacks raised on stilts. Then came the burnt summer fields.
The windows were open. The echo of the train came back
from the straw like a voice through a beard. The engine
sowed cinders and soot over the fiery flowers and the

hairy knobs of weed.
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