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“The man that went in search of the Unpardonable Sin?" asked
Bartram, with a laugh.

“The same,” answered the stranger. “He has found what he
sought, and therefore he comes back again.”

“What! then you are Ethan Brand himself?” cried the lime-
burner, in amazement. “l am a new-comer here, as you say, and
they call it eighteen years since you left the foot of Graylock. But,
I can tell you, the good folks still talk about Ethan Brand, in the
village yonder, and what a strange errand took him away from
his lime-kiln. Well, and so you have found the Unpardonable Sin?”

“Even so!” said the stranger, calmly.

“If the question is a fair one,” proceeded Bartram, “where might
it be?”

Ethan Brand laid his finger on his own heart.

“Here!” replied he.®
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These three worthies pressed forward, and greeted Ethan Brand
each after his own fashion, earnestly inviting him to partake of
the contents of a certain black bottle, in which, as they averred,
he would find something far better worth seeking than the Un-
pardonable Sin. No mind, which has wrought itself by intense and
solitary meditation into a high state of enthusiasm, can endure
the kind of contact with low and vulgar modes of thought and
feeling to which Ethan Brand was now subjected. It made him doubt—
and, strange to say, it was a painful doubt—whether he had indeed
found the Unpardonable Sin, and found it within himself. The
whole question on which he had exhausted life, and more than life,
looked like a delusion.

“Leave me,” he said bitterly, “ye brute beasts, that have made
yourselves so, shrivelling up your souls with fiery liquors! 1 have
done with you. Years and years ago, I groped into your hearts and
found nothing there for my purpose. Get ye gone! "
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Aware of their danger, the rulers resolved to avert it by an im-
posing display of strength, and perhaps to confirm their despotism
by yet harsher measures. One afternoon in April, 1689, Sir Edmund
Andros and his favorite councillors, being warm with wine, assem-
bled the red-coats of the Governor’s Guard, and made their appear-
ance in the streets of Boston.

The sun was near setting when the march commenced.!?
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Though more than sixty years had elapsed, since the Pilgrims
came, this crowd of their descendants still showed the strong and
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sombre features of their character, perhaps more strikingly in such
a stern emergency than on happier occasions. There was the sober
garb, the general severity of mien, the gloomy but undismayed
expression, the scriptural forms of speech, and the confidence in
Heaven’s blessing on a righteous cause, which would have marked

a band of the original Puritans, when threatened by some peril of

the wilderness.'
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‘Satan will strike his master-stroke presently,” cried some, ‘be-
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cause he knoweth that his time is short. All our godly pastors are
to be dragged to prison! We shall see them at a Smithfield in
King-street!’

Hereupon, the people of each parish gathered closer round their
minister, who looked calmly upwards and assumed a more apostolic
dignity... "
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When at some distance from the multitude, the old man turned
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slowly round, displaying a face of antique majesty, rendered doubly
venerable by the hoary beard that descended on his breast. He made
a gesture at once of encouragement and warning, then turned again,
and resumed his way.

‘Who is this gray patriarch? asked the young men of their sires.

‘Who is this venerable brother?’ asked the old men among them-
selves.... ‘Whence did he come? What is his purpose? Who can
this old man be?’ whispered the wondering crowd.'
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The crowd had rolled back, and were now huddled together nearly
at the extremity of the street, while the soldiers had advanced



—151—

no more than a third of its length. The intervening space was
empty—a paved solitude, between lofty edifices, which threw almost
a twilight shadow over it.*®
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The people had been drawing nearer and nearer, and drinking in
the words of their champion, who spoke in accents long disused,
like one unaccustomed to converse, except with the dead of many
years ago. But his voice stirred their souls. They confronted the
soldiers, not wholly without arms, and ready to convert the very
stones of the street into deadly weapons. Sir Edmund Andros looked
at the old man; then he cast his hard and cruel eye over multitude,
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and beheld them burning with that lurid wrath, so difficult to
kindle or to quench; and again he fixed his gaze on the aged form,
which stood obscurely in an open space, where neither friend nor
foe had thrust himself. What were his thoughts, he uttered no word
which might discover. But whether the oppressor were overawed by
the Gray Champion’s look, or perceived his peril in the threatening

attitude of the people, it is certain that he gave back, and ordered

his soldiers to commence a slow and guarded retreat.!’
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But where was the Gray Champion? Some reported, that when
the troops had gone from King-street, and the people were throng-
ing tumultuously in their rear, Bradstreet, the aged Governor, was
seen to embrace a form more aged than his own. Others soberly
affirmed, that while they marvelled at the venerable grandeur of
his aspect, the old man had faded from their eyes, melting slowly
into the hues of twilight, till, where he stood, there was an empty
space. But all agreed, that the hoary shape was gone. The men
of that generation watched for his re-appearance, in sunshine and
in twilight, but never saw him more, nor knew when his f'uneral

passed, nor where his grave-stone was."®
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A THRONG of bearded men, in sad-colored garments and gray,
steeple-crowned hats, intermixed with women, some wearing hoods.
and others bareheaded, was assembled in front of a wooden edifice,
the door of which was heavily timbered with oak, and studded

with iron spikes.®
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The witnesses of Hester Prynne’s disgrace had not yet passed be-
yond their simplicity. They were stern enough to look upon her
death, had that been the sentence, without a murmur at its severity,
but had none of the heartlessness of another social state, which
would find only a theme for jest in an exhibition like the present.
Even had there been a disposition to turn the matter into ridicule,
it must have been repressed and overpowered by the solemn presence
of men no less dignified than the Governor, and several of his
counsellors, a judge, a general, and the ministers of the town; all
of whom sat or stood in a balcony of the meeting-house, looking
down upon the platform. When such personages could constitute a
part of the spectacle, without risking the majesty or reverence of
rank and office, it was safely to be inferred that the infliction of
a legal sentence would have an earnest and effectual meaning. Ac-
cordingly, the crowd was sombre and grave. The unhappy culprit
sustained herself as best a woman might, under the heavy weight
of a thousand unrelenting eyes, all fastened upon her, and con-
centred at her bosom. It was almost intolerable to be borne. Of
an impulsive and passionate nature, she had fortified herself to
encounter the stings and venomous stabs of public contumely, wreak-
ing itself in every variety of insult; but there was a quality so
much more terrible in the solemn mood of the popular mind, that
she longed rather to behold all those rigid countenances contorted
with scornful merriment, and herself the object. Had a roar of
laughter burst from the multitude, —— each man, each woman,
each little shrill-voiced child, contributing their individual parts,—
Hester Prynne might have repaid them all with a bitter and dis-
dainful smile. But, under the leaden infliction which it was her
doom to endure, she felt, at moments, as if she must needs shriek
out with the full power of her lungs, and cast herself from the
scaffold down upon the ground, or else go mad at once.”
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A lane was forthwith opened through the crowd of spectators.
Preceded by the beadle, and attended by an irregular procession of
stern-browed men and unkindly-visaged women, Hester Prynne set
forth towards the place appointed for her punishment. A crowd of
eager and curious schoolboys, understanding little of the matter in
hand, except that it gave them a half-holiday, ran before her pro-
gress, turning their heads continually to stare into her face, and
at the winking baby in her arms, and at the ignominious letter on

her breast.?
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A mystic shadow of suspicion immediately attached itself to the
spot. Children, too young to comprehend wherefore this woman
should be shut out from the sphere of human charities, would creep
nigh enough to behold her plying needle at the cottage window, or
standing in the doorway, or labouring in her little garden, or coming
forth along the pathway that led townward; and discerning the
scarlet letter on her breast, would scamper off with a strange,
contageous fear.” ‘
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She saw children of the settlement, on the grassy margin of the
street, or at the domestic thresholds, disporting themselves in such
grim fashion as the Puritanic nurture would permit; playing at
going to church, perchance; or at scourging Quakers; or taking
scalps in a sham-fight with the Indians; or scaring one another
with freaks of imitative witchcraft. Pearl saw, and gazed intently,

but never sought to make acquaintance. If spoken to, she would not
speak again.®
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The truth was, that the little Puritans, being of the most in-
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tolerant brood that ever lived, had got a vague idea of something
outlandish, unearthly, or at variance with ordinary fashions, in the
mother and child; and therefore scorned them in their hearts, and
not unfrequently reviled them with their tongues. Pearl felt the
sentiment, and requited it with the bitterest hatred that can be
supposed to rankle in a childish bosom.®
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“Goodwives,” said a hard-featured dame of fifty, “I'll tell ye a
piece of my mind. It would be greatly for the public behoof, if
we women, being mature age and church-members in good repute,
should have the handling of such malefactresses as this Hester
Prynne. What think ye, gossips? If the hussy stood up for judgment
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before us five, that are now here in a knot together, would she
come off with such a sentence as the worshipful magistrates have
awarded? Marry, I trow not!”

“People say,” said another, “that the Reverend Master Dimmes-
dale, her godly pastor, takes it very grievously to heart that such
a scandal should have come upon his congregation.”

“The magistrates are God-fearing gentlemen, but merciful over-
much, —that is a truth,” added a third autumnal matron. “At
the very least, they should have put the brand of a hot iron on
Hester Prynne’s forehead. Madam Hester would have winced at that,
I warrant me. But she,——the naughty baggage, — little will she
care what they put upon the bodice of her gown! Why, look you,
she may cover it with a brooch, or such like heathenish adornment,
and so walk the streets as brave as ever!”

“Ah, but,” interposed, more softly, a young wife, holdling a
child by the hand, “let her cover the mark as she will, the pang
of it will be always in her heart.”

“What do we talk of marks and brands, whether on the bodice
of her gown, or the flesh of her forehead?” cried another female,
the ugliest as well as the most pitiless of these self-constituted
judges. “This woman has brought shame upon us all, and ought to
die. Is there not law for it? Truly there is, both the Scripture and
the statute-book. Then let the magistrates, who have made it of
no effect, thank themselves if their own wives and daughters go
astray!” %
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“It is done!” muttered the minister, covering his face with his
hands. “The whole town will awake, and hurry forth, and find me
here!”

But it was not so. The shriek had perhaps sounded with a far
greater power, to his own startled ears, than it actually possessed.
The town did not awake; ®
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All people, in a word, would come stumbling over their thres-
holds, and turning up their amazed and horror-stricken visages
around the scaffold. Whom would they discern there, with the red
eastern light upon his brow? Whom, but the Reverend Arthur Dim-
mesdale, half frozen to death, overwhelmed with shame, and stand-
ing where Hester Prynne had stood!

Carried away by the grotesque horror of this picture, the minis-
ter, unawares, and to his own infinite alarm, burst into a great
peal of laughter.”
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“But did your reverence hear of the portent that was seen last
night? A great red letter in the sky, —— the letter A ——which we



— 168 — Nathaniel Hawthorne SUE OBHEIRDO\WT

interpret to stand for Angel. For, as our good Governor Winthrop
was made an angel this past night, it was doubtless held fit that
there should be some notice thereof!”

“No,” answered the minister. “I had not heard of it.” ¥

(Frecsc, MERORFLHWTECLROWT, SHErRhELL
M2 W, KRERROIFE— “A” LW 3 XFER, Bbhio o, #
febiX, “KE" OFEXFRE, BRUTWE T, FEH, BRIV AR
vy FHIENR, RECLSNIDTTNSG, fArZoH ST, UL
NERE, BATEY EdolNve, ARidf@dbBVWTwERAAL &, B
B E A 7o)

Dimmesdale #¢ffitx, “A” 2B/ DR LU RFEOELFEEA, HTO AL
3, REQEXFD “A” LERUILOTH B, ThLK, 1B O H T,
Hawthorne 1%, “A” DX FOERY, \ o2 5 EHiCL, HH#LL, &0
L ORI T NEDY, HECERL S E LTV, LD 5 nHEHAE
ROFMIEY Ticic, EHOHECEY B\ 72D TH %,

Rz, The Scarlet Letter i3}t % Z oD 54w v RE, BE
DEFEEEZEA ThIVyo [HIXFOBR] OFETIL, EITHRELK A 1o
AT, MERNE[SFHOFRT, REFEAOL SEI D, FiIED
ANEDHIL, HEEDTITL. 2L T, ARRERORELFEORE, &
b oERBN-BE L oxtHst, Hawthorne it LW, X E M L
Lte, 7r FOBCERTHI NS, AR, ML AERTFENRODEEL
W, BEOLEELENEL V. O TORER, EEDLDTHD, %
bk, RE, BAE, BRI, £4 UL EDbSTL 5o 2B,
B RV TERB oW & Dimmesdale JATD XL, 22T My, AIHERXR
RCENEUBRBLLT, TLXLHRNTH D, TDIF& LWHHTiD
BFE2E - T, EBREO— AL, Dimmesdale $ffin:5, 5tk & %
BREBEHADODHBORRT, BT R F oo UL, Hester &
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The crowd was in a tumult. The men of rank and dignity, who
stood more immediately around the clergyman, were so taken by
surprise, and so perplexed as to the purport of what they saw, —
unable to receive explanation which most readily presented itself, or to
imagine any other, ——that they remained silent and inactive spec-
tators of the judgment which Providence seemed about to work. They
beheld the minister, leaning on Hester’'s shoulder and supported
by her arm around him, approach the scaffold, and ascent its
st;eps;31

(B, BELL Qoo BUEEDO AL, WOTE bR
B, BABERERLTHWSL LOBRRES , 50, BHRLT ¥ieidc
—HERZNEEINRUTWARER, BFALLLT, 2k, 2hls
OBHEH, WBTETF—@ERTINL > L LTWHEHE, R0,
TR b R RoDTnize 512, $fiA, Hester DB bbb,
Kb UKoz ohixis, MULARE > TW D%, &2
W TUize)

T5UT, BWEHOYECHD b E - hBENXTHI > OTH 2,
COBE S BEYIRHENE, HIFLIENDL, BERRIOER-T
LUE 5, BIMOERERZORERBLLE, ZhiBETLE LD,
ZUT, —MBLEOLLTRELEEZOREC 218, TOXROELIRK
D ThHBo T TOREDORENL, REN, HENPRELILLTEFT
£, WD EF o LreBbhicd o> T—8 < DA %R
T, IFIFLHAINDZORHK—BETHEEL 25T i, Haw-

thorne X, C OBIFBER%Y, RDOL SFIML T 2o
With a convulsive motion he tore away the ministerial band from
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before his breast. It was revealed! But it were irreverent to desc-
ribe that revelation. For an instant the gaze of the horror-stricken
multitude was concentred on the ghastly miracle; while the minister
stood with a flush of triumph in his face, as one who, in the crisis
of acutest pain, had won a victory. Then, down he sank upon the
scaffold! *

(R UCE S RHET, K, WOROKRIMAORE 25 Z2 o
WERBDNIDR, UL, ZCRBEINLIDORIET O, AL
5 b0, —BEOR, BHiTiohcBEOREN, Z0EEb UVWHR
DErREIFm I n i, —F, B, SRR BEOGHMIS b nHs,
BRIZBIEADEI S, BEAEIRENEITL - Tk Zhhb, L
BRENE L)

err, ZUT, Zhi—E, COoWEIBREZELILTLESOR
4%, Hawthorne i%, $Efi0MO EicBHbhi 08, “A” L W5 XFTh
ok di2,FEFRAPDOECRDIBL TR WD TH %, Hawthorne 1%, [ 7
CRBEBEINTLDIORDOWT] &by, TZOZEFDUWER] & & L,
Utk BIE R EES Lisats, BHMERBZICHED TS C & a5,
BEBKHE 2 Hawthorne SUED R THNIT, “:‘:ﬁz%oggi@g'@biﬁ)%ﬁi, XD
ZHEECRWTD, COBHREY—ERUED TwL, ZoHRETS
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Most of the spectators testified to having seen, on the breast
of the unhappy minister, a SCARLET LETTER — the very sem-
blance of that worn by Hester Prynne —— imprinted in the flesh.
As regarded its origin, there were various explanations, all of which
must necessarily have been conjectural. Some affirmed that the
Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale, on the very day when Hester Prynne

first wore her ignominious badge, had begun a course of penance,
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—— which he afterwards, in so many futile methods, followed out,
—by inflicting a hideous torture on himself. Others contended
that the stigma had not been produced until a long time subsequent,
when old Roger Chillingworth, being a potent necromancer, had
caused it to appear, through the agency of magic and poisonous
drugs. Others, again, ——and those best able to appreciate the
minister’s peculiar sensibility, and the wonderful operation of his
spirit upon the body, —— whispered their belief, that the awful
symbol was the effect of the ever active tooth of remorse, gnawing
from the inmost heart outwardly, and at last manifesting Heaven’s
dreadful judgment by the visible presence of the letter.®

CREDRMAT B2, FEiBEMOM THEXF] % Ric— Hester
Prynne M1 Cnicdb D &, BRI UL D LEFE Lo 20
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THEI T\ 7= H 8EH3, “denied that there was any mark whatever on
his breast, more, than on a new-born infant’s.”* (D icIx, FER
D & AR, =2k o70) &, BISU T2, HoT, Zold
A, oM, BENELCS O, MOORREERHLLT L
ird. BUOBETHRLIE,

1. B5 0L 38K,

2 . Chillingworth & & %, Bk & FHEOKEE,

3. WEOH BRI X B, i O O AR

4. iz, 2L ODEBEIb M 5T

Z D& 5, Dimmesdale AT OHID M %, HHMETREERENM L L
7B HEBRRYAVWT, HECERLEEALL 5% 2d2d, TONE
DR Z D H Dk, “drawn up from the verbal testimony of individuals,
some of whom had known Hester Prynne, while others had heard
the tale from contemporay witnesses”® (A X HZE > T Niz, S »»
bH¥ESbDTHY, 6 DX, Hester Prynne %Kl -> T\ 7k
dniel, X, YOI ALLELL O, FHUEHEWTWIEL W) &,
BAREEOEVEANMME R 57 UT0be ULEATE L 5 I,
The Scarlet Letter i\ T h, BHEN, BERUEBERX LY, X F LD
—DDFIHE LT, Ao TWwa,

z ®/NETit, Hawthorne ® =5 D%E#E, “Ethan Brand,” “The Gray
Champion,” % 0*, E#iThe Scarlet Letter R b %Y, 7 %A h&di
©, BEORIACOWT, #ELAAR . B SOERY EALEEHIX
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CHhEFRBEINSXE T, The Scarlet Letter TILEMICH 5
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B, BEZz0L 00, YREOTERBBHAY & 7t o Tvb, “The
Gray Champion” <0 The Scarlet Letter 7%, BYfEHELb =huL, E&H
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o TOERETAMD ES & U Tk, “The Minister’s Black Veil,”
“Drowne’s Wooden Image,” ® “My Kinsman, Major Molineux” 7 & A3
»bo PBHIT, WERO—MINFELI ek b, FROKRNER,
FH&, 2UT, XEOFFTLIRET D, BRR, HENYEOEN
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the Seven Gables DFX %15 L TEH X\ T DOHT, Hawthornel,
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The former—while, as a work of art, it must rigidly subject
itself to laws, and while it sins unpardonably, so far as it may
swerve aside from the truth of the human heart——has fairly a
right to present that truth under circumstances, to a great extent,
of the writer’s own choosing or creation.®

(1%, o< 23— ERERE L TE, 2hichic, BRCESH
OEANCHES ~ET, Fh, ABOBBEOHEELLANTWSIRD, FFL
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The point of view in which this Tale comes under the Romantic
definition, lies in the attempt to connect a by-gone time with the

very Present that is flitting away from us.”’

(zoWBER Towr 2] OFHEOL &L TAEIN LN, 208,
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When romances do really teach anything, or produce any effec-
tive operation, it is usually fhrough a far more subtile process than
the ostensible one. The Author has considered it hardly worth his
while, therefore, relentlessly to impale the story with its moral, as
with an iron rod—or rather, as by sticking a pin through a butterfly—
thus at once depriving it of life, and causing it to stiffen in an
ungainly and unnatural attitude.®
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