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‘... Domestic happiness is the end of almost all our pursuits, and
the common reward of all our pains, When men find themselves
forever barred from this delightful fruition, they are lost to all
industry, and grow careless of all their worldly affairs, Thus
they become bad subjects, bad relations, and bad men, Hatred
and revenge are the wretched passions which boil in their minds,
Despair and madness very commonly ensue, and murder and

suicide often close the dreadful scene. (X, i)
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Mr, Thrasher , . . had some few inperfections in his magistratical
capacity, I own I have been sometimes inclined to think that this
office of a justice of peace requires some knowledge of the law,
for this simple reason: because, in every case which comes before
him, he is to judge and act according to law. ... I cannot conceive
how this knowledge should be acquired without reading; and yet
certain it is, Mr, Thrasher never read one syllable of the matter,

This perhaps was defect, but this was not all: . . . He perfectly



well understood that fundamental principle so strongly laid down
in the institutes of the learned Rochefoucault, by which the duty
of self-love is so strongly enforced, and every man is taught to
consider himself as the centre of gravity, and to attract all things
thither, To speak the truth plainly, the justice was never indif-
ferent in a cause but when he could get nothing on either side,

(I, ii; italics mine)
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Now in this word, the Constitution, are included the original
and fundamental laws of the kingdom, from whence all powers
are derived, and by which they are circumscribed; all legislative
and executive_ authority; all those municipal provisions which
are commonly called the Laws; and, lastly, the customs, manners,
and habits of the people. These, joined together, do, I apprehend,
form the political, as the several members of the body, the animal
economy, with the humours and habit, compose that which is

called the natural constitution,
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“ ... 1 must open to you a long history, since I will not reveal
my fault without informing you, at the same time, of those
circumstances which, I hope, will in some measure excuse it,”
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Joseph, as we have already seen, yet could he not be guilty of pre-
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there was nothing of accident which had befallen me, but that all
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“ ... The nature of man is far from being in itself evil; it a-
bounds with benevolence, charity, and pity, coveting praise and
honour, and shunning shame and disgrace, Bad education, bad
customs, debauch our nature, and drive it headlong as it were into

vice, The governors of the world, and I am afraid the priesthecod,



are answerable for the badness of it, Instead of discouraging
wickedness to the utmost of their power, both are too apt to

connive at it. .. . (IX, v)
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Hence, my worthy reader, console thyself that however few
of the other good things of life are thy lot, the best of all things,
which is innocence, is always within thy own power; and though
Fortune may make thee often unhappy, she can never make thee
completely and irreparably miserable without thy own consent,
(VIII, iii)
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