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The relationship between the Choshu Clan and Britain under sending troops
of the Tokugawa shogunate to the Choshu Clan

Focus on a point of view of Britain

Yuka TAGUCHI*

Abstract

This paper aims to study the relationship between the Choshu Clan and Britain under sending
troops of the Tokugawa shogunate to the Choshu Clan, and focus on a point of view of Britain.
In 1864, the Tokugawa shogunate ordered feudal lords to send their troops to the Choshu Clan.
British
ministers to Japan communicated with some Choshu retainers several times during the two years.

In this paper, the relationship between both sides is made an analysis from point of view of
Britain, based on some British despatches and letters.

In 1866, the war between the Tokugawa forces and the Choshu clan finally broke out.

Keywords: England, Tokugawa shogunate, Choshu clan, Meiji Restoration
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vessel arrived at Yokohama

Neither the Prince of Nagato nor any of
his ministers were within easy distance for
communication. Hito, however, one of his
officers, whom I dispatched from Yokohama
in the before the attack on the

batteries, came off and gave some information

“Barrosa”

on the present state of affairs .

He is now, it appears, in command of a
force of some 1,400 men, and stationed at a
from Shimonosaki. The

short distance

Prince himself is at Hangi.
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We passed several steamers of Satsuma’s
and other Daimios, and one of the Tycoons.
There was reported to be a large gathering of
troops Aki, the
command of the Prince of Owari, to attack
Choshiu in his territory; but from all I can
learn I cannot help thinking there will be
Hito,
indeed , reported that the Prince’s orders were

Daimios and at under

some settlement without real warfare.

not to fight if they were attacked, but neither
his troops nor subjects were disposed to
permit their Prince to be dispossessed without
striking a blow in his defence.
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Some time ago received a

communication from Ogasawara Sakuyono

we

Daibu, Prince of the Province of Buzen, to the
effect that the subjects of Mori Daizen had
visited the foreign vessels at

at anchor

Tanawoora, Province of Buzsen, as per
inclosed copy of his statement.

As Daizen is, as you know, a horrible
rebel, and private intercourse with him from
lead

result

subjects of Treaty Powers to
misunderstandings

difficulties between the two countries, we

may
calculated to in
desire that you will request your ships and
your people to have no private intercourse in
future with the subjects of Daizen.
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SOME rumours
attempts, on the part of foreign vessels, to

have reached me of

open an illicit and clandestine trade in arms
with Mori Daizen (Choshiu), and a despatch
has been received from the Gorogio, reporting
colour to these

circumstances giving a

72

statements. [ direct you to do all in your
power to discourage Her Majesty’s subjects

from engaging in such commerce.
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Hitherto there had been a great number of
stupid and ignorant persons in our provinces,
who being quite in the dark as to the real state
of Japan, still adhered always to the foolish
old arguments. They were unaware of the
daily progress of the Western nations in the
arts, being like the frog at the bottom of the
well. But lately they have learnt in battle
(though small) the accuracy of the foreign
mechanical contrivances; the ease with which
these are transported from place. They
acknowledge that they fall short themselves,
and have begun to improve. The eyes and
ears of the stupids having thus been opened,
the question of opening the country to
foreigners, or shutting ourselves up again, has
become clear of itself, and there is very little

difference of opinion on the subject.
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I was visited by several officers of Choshiu,
who are believed to be in his confidence, and
while 1 them of the
neutrality of Her Majesty’s Government in
their dispute with Tycoon, I recommended to

assured complete

them, as I had repeatedly done to the Gorogio,
a policy of accommodation.
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which this may be arrived at, would seem to be a
free discussion of the whole question between the
Mikado, Tycoon and Daimios”’0 0O OO0 OO
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The change of system, if change can be
brought about, must appear to originate with
the Japanese alone: it may indeed be brought
about in a way different from our wishes, but
to be really permanent and beneficial, it must
bear throughout the imprints of the Japanese
character.
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