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The Endeavor of Pre-admission Education Program for Foreign Undergraduate 
Students 

 

Shotaro MIYAKO Toru YAKUSHIJ Kenshu YAMAGUCHI 

 

Abstract Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology MEXT  has recently made proposals regarding 

various qualities and abilities, such as "desired competency for bachelor's degree” bachelor ability  and "three elements of 

academic ability”. In this study, in order to research and analyze the readiness of newly enrolled international undergraduate 

students, mainly focusing on the "general skills" of the "bachelor ability" and the "critical thinking, judgment and expression" 

hereinafter referred to as "problem-solving ability"  of the "three elements of academic ability”, a new pre-entrance learning 

program for undergraduate international students was developed and analyzed to see what kind of program was effective. The 

program consisted of lectures on eight topics, followed by a quiz or assignment to test knowledge. As a result, students who had 

a higher percentage of correct answers in the quiz and thus deemed to have sufficient “knowledge” did not necessarily also have 

high "problem-solving ability”. It was also shown that foreign students who graduated from Japanese vocational schools tended 

to have higher "problem-solving ability" than those who completed Japanese language schools. These results indicate that 

international students also need to be trained in problem-solving skills in their first year of education. 
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