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Analyzing the Social Environment of Abusive Parents Using Abuse Counseling 
Records from Child Guidance Centers 

 

Kioto YAMAGUCHI 

 

abstract Concern about child abuse has been increasing in Japan in recent years. Although previous studies have 

focused on the problematic personalities of abusive parents, little is known about their social environments. Based 

on abuse counseling records from child guidance centers in Japan, this paper illuminates how parents’ social 

environments cause and perpetuate a lack of support at child guidance centers. Some parents in the study intended 

to cooperate with child guidance centers but experienced conflict with staff; these same parents witnessed 
their own parents arguing about the support provided by child guidance centers. Some parents also missed 

opportunities for the home rehabilitation of their children because they had little access to childcare institutions 

where they lived. The results indicate that there is a relationship between social environment and what factors 

cause and perpetuate lack of support from child guidance centers. It is clear that an individual’s personality must 

be attended to just as much as his or her environment.  

94

子どもの家庭復帰を妨げる保護者の社会環境に関する考察－児童相談所の虐待相談記録の分析を通して－（山口季音）


