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From Special Needs Education to Inclusive Education 

- Considering "Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities" and Some Opinions - 

 

Motoshi UMEKI 

 

Abstract  

Since 1970's, Some countries has brought Integrate Education into effect on education fields as Normalization 

has become more common all over the world, but in Japan just some cities have practiced it.  

  After "The Salamanca Statement and Framework for Action" in 1994, Inclusive Education became popular, but 

Special Needs Education described in this statement is different from "primary" Inclusive Education. It was in 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 2006 that the focus of Inclusive Education was defined 

clearly. However, this convention has not been ratified in Japan yet.  

  During examination of it for official ratification in Japan, two different reports were issued from the 

Government. In these papers, we can see two different viewpoints about inclusive education in general education 

system.  

  As the review of Special Needs Education is undergoing in Japan, in the future, we will have to create new 

education system for achieving full inclusion. 
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