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Design and Effect of Reading Lessons of Literary Works from the Perspective
of the Theory about the Reader
- Based on Interview Surveys of Learners -
GONG Lin
Graduate School of Integrated Science and Art,University of East Asia, Yamaguchi, Japan
The Department of Japanese, Jia Xing University, Jia Xing, China

Abstract

The research is based on the following design and teaching practices: 1.Iser’ theory-about-the
—reader based literary texts are selected for the actual reading teaching of Chinese college students
who major in Japanese; 2. Based on the teaching practice, learners who take part in the class are
interviewed to explore the effectiveness of this teaching method. The teaching design refers to
"Conditions of Learners' Reading Establishment in Literature Teaching" proposed by yamamoto
(2005), the teaching process follows the reading log of Benton and Fox (1985) and the course setting
uses Hamamoto’s (1986) eight suggestions for reference.

In addition, considering that Japanese is a foreign language for Chinese students, some
conditions have been added to the theoretical settings. Also, in the selection of works, the emphasis
is placed on works which are suitable for Chinese college students and various forms of teaching
coexist in the classroom, which mainly include reading log, students discussion, questions by
teachers, analysis of works structure by teachers etc.

The study is conducted with the following methods: (1) re-read the transcribed textual data of
post-class interview; (2) select the representative expressions related to interpretation
(comprehension) from the data; (3) judge the degree of deepening of each Chinese students'
understanding according to the indicators of deepening understanding described in the third section,
(4)explore the reasons for deepening understanding by comparing the understanding of different
learners and by referring to the reading log and other data. The results of analysis show that, the
-Theory- about- the- Reader based reading lessons (deepening understanding) in deepening
understanding and the acquisition of strategy are effective. Moreover, the learners' reading process is
clarified and learning diversity is suggested. The factors that contribute to students' reading effect
include: (1) the selection of texts with uncertainty; (2) the interaction of reading log, discussion,

teachers' questions, teaching methods and structural analysis.

Keywords: the Theory about the Reader, reading log, design of reading lesson, deepening

understanding, Japanese education in Chinese colleges
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