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@pnv carrying the Thoughtfulness and Vitality
in Empedocles' Philosophy

Abstract

Empedocles, one of the presocratic philosophers, uses the word PRV (phren) which means
‘mind’ in his saying of human mental activities. Guessing from the meaning of PRV, it will be
supposed that some connection should lie between (pPV and the thoughtfulness and vitality. The
purposes of this article, through examining the usage of PRV, are, 1. to show that (PPAV carries the
thoughtfulness and vitality, 2. to determine the category of what has (ppAv.

1. The function of (PPAV is to meditate something. Meditating (PPRV is also the seat of human
meditation. This is suggested in the usage of (PPeTi (phresi), the dative of (PPRAV, in the mention of
its function. The natures of (PPAV are the changeableness in that it is grown by learning and declined
by cheating, and the insensibility in that it cannot be perceived by sense-perception.

(ppﬁv, in this article, is interpreted as Love which urges four roots to mix together, because the
fragments of Empedocles imply that Love is similar to (ppfiv and has also the natures of the
changeableness and the insensibility.

2. If @pnV is Love, it follows that the changeableness of meditation, the generation and corruption
of the living things are influenced by the increase and decrease of Love. Moreover, the category of
the thoughtfulness and vitality is at least limited to things containing Love. The specific category of
the thoughtfulness and vitality, judging of the usage of the word NAVTA (panta), seems to be limited
within the living things. This shows that Love does not always exist as (PPAV but needs the basis to

appear as (ppﬁv.
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