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A Study on the Interpretation of
“Dilthy’s Thought” by O.F. Bollnow

*++An Aspect of the Concept of

“Experience, Expression and Understanding”.

Baiko Jo Gakuin College
Yoshiyuki Hirooka

As is generally known, the problem‘ of laying the foundation of the
Geisteswissenschaft (spiritual science ) is consistently the lifework for
W. Dilthy. In the spiritual life of human being, “the whole” 1is always
the most important fact, and it is grasped as a “structural-relevancy”

(der Strukturzusammenhang).

It is said that the development becomes possible only when it is
based on the structural-relevancy. Only the structural-relevancy as the
whole is the reality of our life, and it prescribes each spiritual activity.
We think that the structural-relevancy is not constructed by the thought
of the human being. Therefore the only possibility of concretely grasp-
ing the structural-relevancy of human being is to analize it and describe
it. Dilthy characterized recognizing a phenomenon in such a way as
“understanding” (verstehen), as opposed to “explanation” which had
been done by building up a hypothesis as in usual natural scientific
recognition. What is the relationship between “expression” and
“understanding”? The spiritual life of human being has inevitability to
express himself in outside world. Human being accomplishes himself in
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giving expression to his feelings. Thus, the method of “understanding”
is nothing but grasping the internal in external expressions that is the
realization of the spiritual life. Here understanding means understand-
ing of expression, and expression signifies the expression of the
experience. Our experiential fact or our experience of the spiritual life
consists. of internal conections between “a sense perception” and “a
symbol”, “a judgement”, and “feelings”. The only way to essentially
grasp such an experience of human being is by the form of recognition
as “understanding”, as previously stated.

Bollnow believes that the method of argument by Dilthy himself
has a strong tendancy to dislike simplified schema or summary and to
avoid every one-side exaggeration, resulting in his own particular care-
ful expression. But in this paper, I must ignore the detailed presen-
tation of the foundamental attitude of Dilthey himself to a certain
extent.

Because the purposes of the present péper are,by reexamining a
fragmentary thought of Dilthy through Bollnow’s point of view, to
depict its significance and contradictions as clearly as possible.
Therefore, I do not discuss on the possibility of the geisteswissenschaft
(mental science) or hermeneutisch Padagogik (interpretative education)
which should be developed on the concept of “experience, expression and
understanding”, one of the central concepts of Dilthy’s thought. This
possihility would be the problem to be solved.
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