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A Study o‘f the Bollnow’s Theory on Truth

Baiko Jo Gakuin College
Yosiyuki Hirooka

Bollnow characterizes the tradition of Greek thought as “truth re-
flected in a mirror, and that of Hebrew thought as “truth with gravity
as in a huge rock”. ,

He examines the following two interesting structual styles of con-
ception regarding the truth. Namely, the conception about the truth in
the Greek philosophy, which is one of the definitive features of European
culture, is closely related to “recognition”,that is, a proper expression
about a given fact. Therefore, it seems that the conception about the
truth in Greek thought is compared to a “mirror” which reflects the
same thing exactly as it is.

On the other hand, the conception about the truth in Hebrew thought
refers to human existence itself (eine Seinsverfassung) in a true sense,
and the Hebrew thought seems to include the human personality and the
trust in God. For this reason, it may be possible to name Conception
about truth in Hebrew thought “a truth with gravity as in a huge rock”
on the groundythat it can be constructed on the personality and the confi-
dence mentioned above. : v

" While the Greek thought as “a mirror truth” can be realized even
when taking an indifferent attitude, the Hebrew truth is inevitably con-
cerned with the subjective and existential practical ethics. The Hebrew
truth as a “trustwothy rock” is essentialy differentiated from the natural
scientific Greek truth as a “mirror” which can be expressed without his



R/ —OBEHERIK>WTO—EEK

own existential decision.

The purpose of the present paper is, firstly, to make clear the dis-
tinction between the natural, or scientific, Greek truth and the Hebrew
thought as the existential truth. Secondly, I would like to demonstrate
the fact, with a techinique of philosophical anthropology advanced by
Bollnow, that the existential “encounter” with other people, which can
be realized only through the “experience of resistance™ is indispensable

_in order to obtain the existential truth.
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