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(After Mass this morning an old woman was buried. She lived in
the cottage next mine, and more than once before noon I heard a faint
echo of the keen. I did not go to the wake for fear my presence might jar .
upon the mourners, but all last evening I could hear the strokes of a hammer
in the yard, where, in the middle of a little crowd of idlers, the next of kin
laboured slowly at the coffin. 'Today, before the hour for the funeral,
poteen was served to a number of men who stood about upon the road, and
a portion was brought to me in my room. Then the coffin was carried out,
sewn loosely in sailcloth, and held near the ground by three cross-poles
lashed upon the top. As we moved down to the low estern portion of the

“island, nearly all the men, and éll the oldest women, wearing petticoats
over their heads, came out and joined in the procession.

While the grave was being opened the women sat down among the
flat tombstones, bordered with a pale fringe of early bracken, and began

the wild keen, or crying for the dead.)?
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(When the coffin was in the grave, and the thunder had rolled away
across the hills of Clare, the keen broke out again more passionately than
before. v

This grief of the keen is no personal complaint for the death of one
woman over eighty years, but seems to contain the whole passionate rage
that lurks somewhere in every native of the island. In this cry of pain the
inner consciousness of the people seems to lay itself bare for instant, and
to reveal the mood of beings who feel their isolation in the face of a universe
that wars Qn them with winds and seas. 'They are usually silent, but in
the presence of death all outward show of indifference or patience is for-
gotten, and they shriek with pitiable despair before the horror of the fate
to which they all are doomed.)!® '

DEDX5i, vv/7BEVACOEBULCEERTL- TR LA
M) wxbds Mzl ok, BEa et s R Lvotked
DY, TDEE, [E~BEITAAL OBROBF CHELEYTET
ERE—-VYOWMRATEI DB, Livl, [zl = MHEE] v oK
H, ==Y YOERACRIEbCIh, XESEEZEBLTV5D0THBH,
BEOAN4DEFEDHEBECR T, BEALEBLEbLLIND I &tk
Vo FHIL, ZERE S EENVCEREICES 5, il BEOEEIE
P—BEBYIh 5 BRERRECE W TOREHLILAEL S, —RREHED D
DT ERNDTH S, Thbh, BOAARLE-T, FLIAEOER

(317)



FHE~E8 D T A% 1) HEFOBRE L IROHR

BHERLTLDOTERVDOTH D, EDOEFOREIH SRR T,
AxDERREEINT VDD TH S, Zhiltle, AxDREDORFIALFED
ERTERERTH Y, TORAEE T, LORBREEIL T,

CHEOEE B R IRENCHIh 5, ToRBRICHMLL, RAEE
THDTH S, v V7R ENIEZETE - T, BENK, —AD
EEOHERND, £ LBEOAXDLORELRE ShciELRR Lic
DTHBo £ LTER, ZOWEZLVEBEDOAXDIEDEETHHZ L
ERBMLICDOTH D, Y V7T ) LHOORR BB YEC LTE—
VY EWS AGRAE LD THS 5 £LTC, €5 LTAlEShice—
D vz, ABEIERC LTk T AR L TBIRCS b, WL ET
5O0THBH, Lirl, AHOABIERRAOFIIEST, BRLEER
BfRER->TWHDTHY, HID, HRARDOV A2DOHIEE#ET S
ENRTER, 5 LEABOAREEBRERBEZRA LTS X5 Thb,

% 1 A% 2 (Ronald Gaskell) 127 D a2k D & 5 KA LT3,

e Y V7O Z DB OBRIIIHEOM O EELTR, ZhEE
DT EDRFEDLINT VB, BRI L DRI WT, ¥ VIR IEHEE,
BERTIECE S £ TOR Y LR R LT BIEG TR,
%, AMEHREOMCBECEBRONED, ZOBRYEES LT, %
BEBO—HAHTHBELTEIAERLR 5L W5 ZEHHZWELT
WHDTHb, DD - & SEBRIAEROTRCLEARKE, [H B
TLA2] BFFT_XTORRTHHBEY, Tibdb, WEDCBE, B
HLARRADBEELYBERSF > THiVWT WS, L, TOEWERKE
WIS LR ABCEL TV S0, Mbn, HAROY X
2B LY B ARDEFBDO AR EN, AHOEEEZLD Y A AT
WL Tnwb&T2Y v 7 OR#HFTH b,

TE~E I FLAA] ©BWT YV ZIREDAxDF T BNIE
HILBEDEIEE, AxDLDOFEBINCEEL TN ThIECH & H

(3183



Lick dRBx b, BETE—) YRBWT, WFIRT—) YRR EL
A2 DBEBRLEIECRECTHEREIhTWA X5 B LS, LT, =
— ) Y DBIOREN NI F DR B, A Y — v (Cathleen) 2/ 5
(Nora) 2,3— b U Li3Eol, BEKERCEETWHDTHS, #H
— AT VA —F# — (Donna Gerstenberger) 13, FEB[AE—V ¥ DOEM:0M:
B XoTRIADOTIERL, BRIIRLAWD, T ICEBEORBICESE
T 5L OBABRCISWTRIBD L, REZI VIS5 RHLT %,

ZLT, 2o, TEEELTOT—U ¥, —EOARE LTEBESH
TAHIES X DIE, B DL B D ETEORBIN IR EH LT 5 |19
LBRTWB, 25 L —AF VA—F—DX5e— Y YORLFL,
H=AFVA—H—HELHLBEZATHDH, toBfiolisy, ¥
CHMCEFET B RERD D\ ] Ev o EXRR EBEGRMT X5
L5, WhIESEHNLRERRETHHWETHEZERA- TR EEL
 Bo £ LERAFI—EEETESDTHHN, BECHIEREN
Rz, ANPCBLTLUHREL DD TH DY, BREDEL ik
#HZ L, APOURLERLERTIERACHHZLRE ) ETHR
, BHoTHo BEASmMONCSTB L TEETAC LI, BINE
EOBMNER Y& TARTHIRTLES, %5 LeREEE L
CIBDTH b,

E- VY RIEDOL b OMAER, EFlfiilbOEBoR M Hih
TWB X 3BV, =V VI, Bohe, EHTECEES
HbHo TOMEMELY v/ BEIMBEORZIHCL > TERL, #BLLD
LR X -TCRIEBEhERTHD, FE, - ) YOFER RAULET
BBARY =) SOFELIHTERL TV,

2= )Y RESTBINCHE—-ADET AP VARTALT VRS
CEEShTWBEOMAKIEI>T, RuEokh, =— ) VILEELT,
PEWOTLHBE o ‘

fToTLlEole bHITEEDDTREF T LIXTE s ToTL
{319]



FYB~BED 7 < A A J 8513 B ATEOTSE L EOHR

FoBOWENAETE, TOEREBRIRALETFR—AELTVRLEY
Atio
(He’s gone now, God spare us, and we’ll not see him again. He’s

gone now, and when the black night is falling I’ll have no son left me in
the world.)!®
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(The grey pony behind him. ...I’%re seen the fearfullest thing any
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person has seen since the day Bride Dara seen the dead man with the child
in his arms. ... I went down to the spring well, and I stood there saying
a prayer to myself. Then Bartley came along, and he riding on the red
mare with the grey pony behind him.... The Son of God spare us, Noral!...

I seen Micheal himself.)1?
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(I’m after seeing him this day, and he riding and galloping. Bartley
came first on the red mare, and I tried to say ‘God speed you,’ but some-
thing choked the words in my throat. He went by quickly; and ‘The
blessing of God on you,’ says he, and I could say nothing. I looked up
then, and I crying, at the grey pony, and there was Michael upon it—with

fine clothes on him, and new shoes on his feet.)!®
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H—AE LT, FRLBLOETHB DL, BETHLONERECT S AL
Wit BT, HENCYFERELLHIAY -vTExh, HER,
—VYDOREOEDCEELZZTENLIOTH D, THITMERLIFE VS
00, BOAACIEBORETE > TRIALLR TSI LEHE
TVEDTHA Do AT NVDMWERA— T VA EBVEHT Tt W)
TEE, FARY = VRLEA-FVADENREVRECEI B THA I AE
BFRBEHEZIOTHbD, Lhl, #7AV=vVidE— YV YORLIBEDE
BRI 5D DORHEREY, FRTHZENTERLY, Thidhb ETLHE
ROHFRLLTOEBS>TWBEDTHD, —F, UEERLE—-Y TIZ
EoTid, N=FPVAELITATHEDTHS, T~ Y VYIRE TR
R DOHRFEOFRLRERTIRRL, EFXRHEOHIHELOTH 5o
E—YVIIBELT, =175 ADLDEABEIRTWIERAOAWIRT,
B HEOHEREZEZE- T Wb X 5ERD B,

BERRRD & 5 IlT T BOZ LI EA EHF LRV DE, A= v
ARLSTATLETHES S o Etnb, 172 VEEATET, EL
WCHIRISFEFEE DL 2 Th o T Ne HDTlbiic{ LTLE
ST ETHEE TEWTuhs b, |

(It’s little the like of him knows of the sea... Bartley will be lost now,

and let you call in Eamon and make me a good coffin out of the white
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boards, for I won’t live after them.)?®

B LIc® — ) viZA— b U1 DGR, [FELZELTHA T ich,
(There’s someone after crying out by the seashore.) |29 L /NEETE 5 &
V—vDLXiK, BEOHKFLLTALDDOTRERL, UEDOA 21—
ELTHZDDTHD, Tihbd, - YREFLOROHRA T, EF
R OB X BB LT, v 5 (Patch) D%, Z LT - b VvIDF
BEOEEMMEL LoD, BRAFMOLNT A~ VA OFEML B D
Thbo

Ry FEMBRC 2L D0z »T, BFHIRTERIEALL, Sl LIk
N= b VA L= IR Tho T, HOTFIRELNEL Thy &
DEFEDO ECDORTWIAL X, T3 &, by, ZA, ZA, TA
LERAASTRT, FEEH-TOB AT, ORI~ 0k
mitote ko bbbl LEFOME Rl 15, Tlbofic
FBlebAT, PRA TR Lo £DFLBIXFONOH IR %
{BATES> TV, ZIhDIXKNEIEL TV, /7 5, ZOHI
Wi EBoTWih ot W) DI, FO LI AT T—HOKRDHIE
- T,

(... There was Patch after was drowned out of a curragh that turned
over. I was sitting here with Bartley, and he a baby lying on my two
knees, and I seen two women, and three women, and four women coming
in, and they crossing themselves and not saying a word. I looked out
then, and there were men coming after them, and they holding a thing
in the half of a red sail, and water dripping out of it—it was a dry day,
Nora—and leaving a track to the door.)

=) YONBEOHRELHEI LT L &R, BADOLLL A
BoLiMuyHbe 5BHEOR_F 2 - oo TA>THRD, E—V ¥
OLREOWMRIIBEEDOA AL LERVA-T, RECL-TEVIESHh
TEEAER T DTH D Hlebld, -V YOFECELES XKLL
T, B, BOELARERILLOD, B#AEORINCE, =~) viig

3277



P~ D TS Ax ] TR BEFEORELGEOBF

B DOERERLIHD LI, Sy FOkd, ThEdb~=Arrnic
DRMERLATHDEDOn LML M r VOMERRICE-Y YT Lo
T, AT ADFEIFLNRI ETholco FLT, &, Ay FOBHIIX
T ) YOOBOENT, <1 r VOBEORLIERL, Bi) AT
BDTHbD, Livl, RyFE=Ar VOENEL D ELILCETE D Do
FRE, AT ADTHERFEANR - TERiholcb Wi 2 ThHbB, B A
V=L, AT ARG L Lo CTIOBORETT D BT bR T, Lo
EOAACE > CEECHMBERIE, =) Y#Z Do LirL, A
R EEHLLRE S Tniehi b, FBAR LRI WREE B,
by, =V VYRFOENFEIULOL 5T EEHTE D,

BERINTOLECBRIABCB AL, EhbITS R bhcH25,

2 AT ADESRD, ED LThhbAR\ =4y i X L icfho

Hnd Lt Ueloldy, JLHE DR S H, RICkEIEIh T
De, RORBRTHHELLRFTT B LIXTERLEVS,

(There does be a power of young men floating round in the sea, and

what way would they know if it was Michael they had, or another man

like him, for when a man is nine days in the sea, and the wind blowing, it’s

hard set his own mother would be to say what man was in it.)2?

COBRBELEETELRLFZECLBCE I A Y - ViIZ X » TITH R
PRTLES ARV —VE=A T ADY + Y O EEOMED B
YHLTRE, 2PN =I 7y A1DL0TH D, EWILOWED BB
DRI BRI DTHD T E%FET T THIRENCTEF BRI A
CEACFEA LCESEAYE— ) YORERGEOHACHEZIR LS
ELTWBR IS RB2 %, AV —VOFEEHE\cE—Y YIX, JI2MET
FoT, ol bk, IAFDISRUBLENRYIFrADY + Y DT
WEFERS, T LT, Thix UEb oMRED S, ZoROHDEIW
F VvEOHTIE, RERENGREEDTTVEIICELD, LIELL
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DHED#IEEWRD T, ~ A r VOEBEEHAHE—) YORENEE
2T BLEIThDo BHATE— Y VYOBM BT RN, HOEHML
L&, Ay ARALLIRVESh, BhIEALETE, LHLDORVH
BEWMINODTT, X5 BEATD LT ONCERCE YD LD T
BAERDBDTHS, ThEFARCHROBKLE, WEEIZRBHTH0T
BH%o

ROBOBEEH - T, [HOATLD It bEA TRSP, (They'’s
carrying a thing among them,‘-")J”’ L7 SNBSS ENBEREBCRET S,
THL, ZADECLENRASTRTCT—7AHARL, ThhbRHIHA
OGN AR~ F VA DFREEET AL, 7T—71DENEL,
ZLT, ZlbD—AD, A=t VIRREDNET X > TH~BL Y ES
hic E®5ED, A= VA RBO BB THEY LTV D RFPIC
TR RS > THAR X 5 RIIFLA TR IR BILHEDICHECIEA
ROVEBE, GUMRIERD TH Do A — b LA RFENELR » T DK
CBORNETHD, A LVOMETHS, BEDAARE T, FETIELW
HEEchs, BEOMRELMEBIEZTCHEEOHRETHITIE
DTHY, BTEHNTILDDTH D, M 7y VXS DFEEDED
AL T, MORBRBOH~, A= UAREEARLS £ LTH
ErhoTHPREDTH D, BRIZECLEE LTAADRGEIR NS
FCinl, MERERE L\ S I RIOBIR e DR o 7ol & O 2 A 4
DEFED LEMEZTCBEDTHD, =4y VOMEIL [78] &5 4]
<kt U CRBRCE) & 20T 20 BRCHMDIATADOHH AR hic
A A=TRDTHbB,

== ) YORMEYAOEOEAIBELFALLT, ZOHRAHLTTL,
FABEIE—VYOREEL 2 UTC, — b+ v1OFREHRMORTFIcH
OEXBE LN LEBVRENRDLDOERS, £ 1T, - YOHDHK
HOFENBIND L E, BELEITHLABOA TR TR D X
51, EEL, £OB LIRLEEIXENCED RLXEEANRORD
BRCIEARECATID E & bk E T DD,
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FYG~ES D 5 < A4 J 950 B ATE DTS L IROWR

BABTEATLE 510 bbb 5 ZhB EiE Sk LIk LTS
HRPLE, Thabid, EhLRASKVTRLD &b, RELHF
BWHEICIL > T, FFOKRE RFRWEHSTECSIL>T, oDYEAH
FEWCITbREH ol b &, ZODEOEIPECT LRI ORHEC
5¢%, BEREFTRHWID, HolcDTHREILVAL, 5 Th
nhit, TEEHDOH & O GERICERKZRAC AT T LERL
L, OB WERLATHS LS EERd, BHRE )R- T
DEEI T ELODIRGATE, SN LHLELoTLBED
DEREHRRLER, BA LI CL DR - TRICAT,

(They’re all gone now, and there isn’t anything more the sea can do to

me...I’ll have no call now to be up crying and praying when the wind
breaks from the south, and you can hear the surf is in the east, and the surf
is in the west, making a great stir with the two noises, and they hitting

on the other. I'll have no call now to be going down .and getting Holy
Water in the dark nights after Samhain, and I won’t care what way the sea

is when the other women will be keening...it’s a great rest I’ll have now,

and it’s time surely.)?9

Wik, 4%, BE LV XD IXBENRKGDIENT, A—bvAD
TEARCEAKLEE, BITIVEYBETLD0TH %,

E— Y YRR HBEFCCBHCAII=EY - V2B, LhILE
ANEAARY —vD, FHEOE %D S - TOEMEHREETH Do

EA BEHBELELT, STDHHDODH,

HAY =Y. i, 25 A, bl LIthEOZ LB LIch -1,

AMOF. HOANRETOZ LEBENTWDIRAT, Bllledho ThET
FEREDI O DB DRERRTERLSLF IS,

HAY =Y. FRSTWT $5HLTWBED I,

(THE OLD MAN. Are there nails with them?

CATHLEEN. There are not, Colum; we didn’t think of the nails.
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ANOTHER MAN. It’s a great wonder she wouldn’t think of the
nails, and all the coffins she’s seen made already.
CATHLEEN. It’s getting old she is, and broken.)3®

COEMRREL - Y, WhiIEREORTENHETE 5T,
BEERLETVD, 25 LEHRTL»T, GEOERDHRST, BHE
DRFORBEED IS HEBETHE—V YE, BABEIE=—Y YEHRD
B BECET A EFMREOBETHD LRR LT VDT L
PHBCMA LN TEDIDTH P, CORRELT, HABHELET—Y
THRED % Ao OEICEUVEVZEL D TH B, '
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