Some Backgrounds of the English Language
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When you get into a commuters’ train, you see the briefcases neatly
stacked on the rack, one briefcase closely pressed against the next, all

' standing with their handles upwards, like books on a shelf, so as to occupy
the absolute minimum. (G. Mikes: Japan as I saw her. p.30)

An American lady who stayed in Tokyo for years says, “Coming back
from the whirl and bustle of Tokyo to this sprawling U.S.A., one is always
astonished to note the absence of crowds everywhere from the almost
deserted suburban streets to the sedate downtown department -stores.
Another lady says, “I have used a catalogue to determine what and how
much I should buy, saving myself the headache of coming through racks
and piles of merchandise, and avoiding crowds, salesgirls, parking problems
and all.”—Direct sales now predominate over catalog sales. (e.g. Sears
Roeback & Co., etc.) '
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By ruthlessly slashing employment and halving investment, new Volks
Wagen boss Toni Schmicker was able to trim the firm’s mountainous 1974
losses by 80.5 per cent last year and now hopes to clear up residual losses
by the end of this year. (N.W. Mar. 24, 1976)
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life more attention is paid, when one changes jobs, to his previous job
performance than to the name of his university. (Seward p. 27)

Fb SIS B Bo Gl% EHEE DB B TURF R, —OMH D 3 A
T—HERIE~AL, OBLHOZAZEWE L THRBTRICIR -1,

FLAVOREL AAREFROBEY
AADHEERE O BINXBRIE AROBE, ULOBEBLRERNT
direct communication Fll% writing, speaking, hearing 1B S htEi
L4 BEZOEAENROERFELTWS,
The Japanese have traditionally looked down on verbal communication.
In the west, dialogues are usually aimed at achieving understanding and
coexistence. Wars break out only when there are no dialogues or when
dialogues come to an impasse. In Japan, on the other hand, dialogues
are carried out only between friends or acquaintances. With others, even
when there are conflicts of interests, the Japanese endure in silence until
they reach the breaking point. In describing justness and fairness, the
Japanese would say, “I do not have to hide from either heaven or earth.”
In other words, the Japanese have a tendency toward an individualistic
and subjective concept of what is fair and just. 'This is in sharp contrast
with the Western concept of fairness that takes into consideration one’s
relationship with others. Those Japanese whose Yardstick is heaven or
earth clearly fail to understand foreign complaints about the rapid increase
in Japanese exports. (N.W. Dec. 1977)

DIALOGUES IN THE JAPANESE POLITICAL WORLD
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Lot Eo WTHRTHEE T2 7L AMBR] pp.140—144 X
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BESED DL
BEOLLE
At New York’s 2,500-member Nippon Club, Japanese businessmen
can eat not only what they like but how they like. “It is customary and
acceptable when eating noodles to slurp them, sometimes rather noisily
from the bowl,”” explains the club’s Miyako Watanabe. ‘“But Americans

looked on this as barbaric and the men wanted a place where they could
eat and be relaxed.” (N.W. Sept. 1977)
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(G. Mikes p.69) In London the average living space a person occupies is
9.2 square metres, in New York, 11.9 square metres; ip Tokyo only 0.4

square metres. In other words, the average inhabitant of Tokyo lives in

an imaginary room the dimentions of which are 8 inches by 8 inches. But
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“the trouble is not only lack of space. 47 per cent of the houses should be
condemned for one reason or another. Only one gquarter of them have
proper drainage, and sanitary conditions— to use the euphemism of the
century—are old-fashioned. '

In a Japanese home every square inch is cleverly utilized and every-
thing must be put in its proper place because there is no other place for it.

(ibid. p.29) fiz IXBMOEMPEHPRIIEECEED T 5,

B
HATELRLRORST Lic DB DF PRI LELHIR LTW5, BOkT
R R & 7 ) AT ADRRT R EM A present DX HL AT %, They
bring gifts on every possible occasion, almost matching our own frenzy at
Christmas time. (Mikes p.14)
| gift B o b BT gift sender OEHCHITCHA TR B, HA
TRT ST DRILIEE RS BB, 2 Onifi AW %8 - 1t ADFE
AR o Te LR ORI L03B Bo Wiwd 1 % B ik “Oh, is
this really for me? May I open it?” LMo ThsBHiT725, “This is just
what I have long been wanting.” L8 o TEA THE D,

FEOHALZULRSBOEED {2
I do not share the traditional Japanese view that teeth are ugly and
should not be shown. On the contrary, I think a flashing smile is very
attractive. But there is a limit to all things. (Alen J. Turney: Japan, A
World of Difference)

Z 0 passage b REEHALZMDO S 2 @B LIcDIXEE DR D by

YES AND NO in DIALOGUES
I TREAADZ L% yes-man LF 5, AIHVoTH BARANILT
yes LB % BENL D Would you mind my opening the
window? “Certainly, No.” 2\ "3 R& L= 5% Yes + &%
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THFE RS2 5,

In Japan no is definitely a rude word, to be avoided or, in the case
of utmost emergency, paraphrased.

More often than not they simply use yes for no. Well, it is one way
of solving the probiem. ‘Did you mean this?’ you ask someone who meant
the exact opposite. ‘Yes,” he will reply politely. ‘Or did you mean that?’
The answer again is: ‘Yes.” World wars have started because of smaller
misunderstandings. ' »

If you ask a Japanese a question he does not understand, he will smile
politely, because pointing out that he has failed to understand might imply
that you expressed yourself obscurely; if you ask him a question which he
understands perfectly but which happens to be embarrassing, he will also
smile politely. In other words, if he doesn’t understand you will act as if
he did; if he does understand you he will act as if didn’t. (Mikes p.19)

167742 B EFE12A S CHLFHEEMED “HEADOFEEH TEEY
7 %5” DR THAAZ ves & no RELLfEx vz Eeflh T3
2, EZLRERTOHAELETEHCTW S HORARRRLE > T—F
W5z L EARAND LB S OXFKT yes 22 no 2G5 bl &E e
Fgﬁl,\‘k:o FRICHF W no L& 2 5Dkt L5 HAA O inborn nature
DEBEESC ST 2EH ENERE L 7Ro> T 5 b, B EFEII784E Ap-
ril issue ¢ Lee B. Hughes 5 ¢, “Unlike the American society, Japanese

hesitate about disagreeing with other people—this is considered a virtue
in the Japanese society.

£\ negative sentence THBEENWDICL HDONETHEEOXE D
THbo HILFETH Mk, LT ves 2> no & PRI Lic\ O Tl
HiC T bisbe h business letters OBAY, HEDOEWHEENOHE
E L7\~ ¢, understatement 7t b, H]oD affirmative writing “CEE T 575
HEE LWAER ves no % verbal communication & A4, BEREIC
B2 b DRLRTH B,
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CREBERERS LI LT, Lo L3 AL Business is business. &
LTCEI D Ho T 5b, Bl ik T4 babysitting ZH ENicH, #A
¢ How much will T get paid? &< & & 13 MR CHIL dERITEA,

REDKER BAMEEOHT &

Many Japanese corporations in America urge their executives to try
to become involved in their American communities—and one Los Angeles
company even ‘‘strongly suggests’” that all its Japanese employees live at
least 5 miles from the nearest compatriot. Those who make the effort to
integrate usually find it rewarding. “I didn’t come here to gossip with
other Japanese women,” notes the wife of one California-based executive.
(N.W. Sept. 26, 1977)

Until several years ago, Japanese businessmen and their families used

to live in groups, isolating themselves from American communities. TH
> oD KEE Dttt RAEOELE LS AT T h b MRDE L1
5o

Washos HIRE L PO EME
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